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1000 Yards
Mark Dawson

Genre: Action
Blurb:  Meet John Milton He considers himself an artisan. A craftsman. His trade is murder. Milton is the man the government 
sends after you when everything else has failed. Ruthless. Brilliant. Anonymous. Lethal. You wouldn’t pick him out of a 
crowd but you wouldn’t want to be on his list. But now, after ten years, he’s had enough – there’s blood on his hands and he 
wants out. Trouble is, this job is not one you can just walk away from. He goes on the run, seeking atonement for his sins by 
helping the people he meets along the way. But his past cannot be easily forgotten and before long it is Milton who is hunted, 
and not the hunter. 1000 Yards This 17,000 word novella is an introduction to John Milton, the most dangerous assassin in the 
pay of Her Majesty’s government. Milton is sent into North Korea. With nothing but a sniper rifle, bad intentions and a very 
particular target, will Milton be able to take on the secret police of the most dangerous failed state on the planet? 

Review by J. Reason
This is an introduction novella style book. We meet John Milton, in North Korea, and what an introduction, from the first 
sentence you are led on a short journey of thrills. As it is only short (17,000 words) it can be read very quickly, and then you 
will want more. 

“Milton adjusted the rifle´s range to ten plus two, one thousand yards plus two minutes of angle. 

The book is well researched, and that, at least for me makes it more enjoyable, there are real locations used in North Korea, a 
country I will probably never visit. I did wonder at one point what the title meant, I figured it out as there is a great reference 
to it in the book itself.

About the Book
File Size: 653 KB
Print Length: 86 pages
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Publisher: Black Dog Publishing (January 4, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00DUFCJ10

About the Author
Mark Dawson was born in Lowestoft, in the UK. He has worked as a DJ, a door-to-door ice cream 
seller, factory hand and club promoter. He eventually trained as a lawyer and worked for ten years 
in the City of London and Soho, firstly pursuing money launderers around the world and then acting 
for celebrities suing newspapers for libel. He currently works in the London film industry.
He is presently writing two series.
The John Milton books involve a disgruntled British assassin who is trying – without much success 
– to put his past behind him. In order to atone for the blood on his hands he has decided to help 
those in need. The first full length novel in the series, The Cleaner, sees Milton struggle to adapt to 
life amongst the gangs of East London during the riots of the summer of 2012. The Cleaner, and the 
other books in the series, have all been best-sellers in their categories at Amazon and Barnes and 

Noble.
The Soho Noir books, beginning with The Black Mile and continuing with The Imposter, follow the glitz and glamour of 
criminal life in London’s West End from the 1940s to the present day. The Imposter picks up the nefarious goings on of the 
Costello crime family and a protagonist who is rather more than meets the eye. Think of The Sopranos set in Soho and you’ll 
be on the right track. This series, too, has been downloaded tens of thousands of times.
Mark lives in Wiltshire with his wife and two young children, plus a dog and two cats.
http://markjdawson.com/
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A Patriot´s Act
Kenneth Eade

Genre: Political, Law
Brent Marks, whom most know from Predatory Kill, is called upon to seek justice for an innocent client held prisoner in 
Guantanamo Bay.
When a naturalized American citizen turns up missing in Iraq, Brent Marks fights the Goliath U.S. government with its own 
Constitution. Santa Barbara accountant Ahmed Khury responds to the plea of his brother, Sabeen, a suspected money launder-
er in Iraq. Before Ahmed realizes what has happened to him, he is in Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp, being subjected to 
torture to extract information that he doesn’t have. The drama outside the courtroom explodes, and when murder, corruption 
and cover-up enters the picture, nobody, including Brent, is safe.

Review by J. Reason
This is a fantastic but very hard hitting book regarding The Patriots Act, and if or not it is appropriate, you can make your own 
mind up, but there is some stuff in this novel that might help. It is also a hard hitting legal battle.
Thought provoking, heart wrenching and in cases sad. The author has a great deal of experience in law and has managed to 
write a great legal novel. There is nothing special about the book, just a good solid novel although not one of those that will 
“stay” with you I can recommend if you enjoy legal dramas. Be aware there are some difficult moments in the book regarding 
torture.
Even thought the main character has been featured in other novels this can be read as a standalone.
This is the first book I have read from this author and I will be looking out for some more soon.
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About the Book
File Size: 3296 KB
Print Length: 397 pages    
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1500284998   
Publisher: Times Square Publishing; 2 edition (October 7, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00MQ9TK0O

About the Author
Best selling author Kenneth G. Eade (Ken Eade) (Kenneth Eade) is a business and civil litigation 
attorney based in Los Angeles with 30 years experience in business transactions, complex litigation 
and dispute resolution, representing individuals in international arbitration, and business disputes 
and litigation throughout California. He is also an accomplished filmmaker, author and freelance 
writer for the Los Angeles Daily Journal.
http://kennetheade.com/



A Thread Unbroken
Kay Bratt

Genre: Cultural, Fiction
Blurb: Many believe that those who are destined to be together are connected by an invisible red thread. If that is so, the fates 
of Chai and Josi are weaved together and tied with a knot that cannot be broken.
Chai has been the self-appointed protector of her best friend, Josi, since their toddler days. Their lives are as far from extrava-
gant as can be imagined — but they don’t need material things to be content. Their carefree childhood comes to a screeching 
halt when they are snatched together and sold as house help, and possible future brides, to a family far away.
This novel chronicles the girls’ struggle to adjust to their harsh new realities once the comforts and security of their old lives 
are stripped away. While Josi and others around them in the same situation have reluctantly accepted their new roles, Chai’s 
warrior spirit cannot be broken. She remains strong and refuses to give up hope of finding a way home.
Due to the infamous gender imbalance in China, thousands of females are trafficked every year to be sold as brides in remote 
villages and cities. Because of the lack of family resources, and the minimal efforts of the government to break up these crimi-
nal rings, many of the girls are never heard from again. Follow this story to find out what happens when despite one father’s 
lack of allies or money, he refuses to allow anyone to disrupt his quest to find his daughter.

Review by J. Reason
I have previously read a couple of Kay Bratt´s books before, The Scavenger´s Daughter and The Bridge (a short story) and 
was delighted with the quality of the storytelling even though the story itself is tough to read with the subject of poverty in 
China. But I enjoy the setting itself. So I read A Thread Unbroken and the story is even more emotional this time as the main 
characters are two 13-year-old girls taken from their home and sold to another family to later on when they are older marry.
This could make you cry if you are that way inclined while reading, it is very emotional and heartbreaking, the things the two 
girls go through on their “adventure”, it details their horrific time away from home, one amazing father who spends as much 
time and money as he can searching for them while other have given up and some revealing moments at the end.
There are plenty of moments when you realize what is happening in China that shouldn´t be happening, this isn´t a book for 
anyone, you need to be away that it is very emotional and heartbreaking but written in a wonderful way. The title and cover 
are just perfect. There was a moment in the book when I was surprised that two thirteen year old didn´t know the name of the 
town they grew up in a little strange though.
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About the Book
File Size: 439 KB
Print Length: 285 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1612184464
Publisher: Lake Union Publishing 
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B007VPZQLA

About the Author
Kay Bratt is a child advocate and author who lived in China for almost five years and fell in love 
enough with the people to want to write about them forever. If you would like to read more about 
what started her career as an author, and also meet the children she knew and loved in China, read 
her poignant and best selling memoir titled Silent Tears: A Journey of Hope in a Chinese Orphan-
age.
http://kaybratt.com/  



Accidents of Marriage
Randy Susan Meyers

Genre: Contemporary, Chick Lit
Blurb: Accidents of Marriage explores a topic rarely shown in fiction: the destruction left in the wake of spouse’s verbal fury. 
Ben never meant to hurt Maddy. He never imagined his recklessness would lead to tragedy.
Maddy is a social worker trying to balance her career and three children. Years ago, she fell in love with Ben, a public defend-
er, drawn to his fiery passion, but now he’s lashing out at her during his periodic verbal furies. She vacillates between tiptoe-
ing around him and asserting herself for the sake of their kids – which works to keep a fragile peace – until the rainy day 
when they’re together in the car and Ben’s volatile temper gets the best of him, leaving Maddy in the hospital fighting for her 
life.
Randy Susan Meyers takes us inside the hearts and minds of her characters, alternating among the perspectives of Maddy, 
Ben, and their fourteen-year-old daughter. Accidents of Marriage is a provocative and stunning novel that will resonate deeply 
with women from all walks of life, ultimately revealing the challenges of family, faith, and forgiveness.
ACCIDENTS OF MARRIAGE explores a topic rarely shown in fiction: the damaging effects of a spouse’s emotional abuse.

Review by J. Reason
I found this to be a rather irritating book, why oh why did someone stay so long with someone if they were being treated this 
way, I understand certain moments, trying to keep things together for the sake of the children but there is a limit. Anyhow 
things turn out for the best, but not until something really awful happens and before things turn out for the best things get 
really bad.
It is a really (once again) really tough subject to read and write about, I did wonder as i read it, if the author had personal 
experience with the subject.
The book itself is well written, the characters are also well described and detailed. I felt sorry for Emma, in a big way, she 
took on so much for her age it just wasn´t fair.
This is defiantly a book you might want to think about reading before you do so due to the subject, especially if you know or 
have experienced abuse.
I enjoyed the style of writing, each chapter a different character with Ben, Maddie and Emma sharing their thoughts.
This is the first book I have read by the author and I am not sure I will read another. This is far from the worst book I have 
read, so if you like the subject, give it a go. The title and the cover are great.
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About the Book
File Size: 2164 KB
Print Length: 368 pages
Publisher: Atria Books (September 2, 2014)
Sold by: Simon and Schuster Digital Sales Inc
Language: English
ASIN: B00HB62MTI

About the Author
I was born in Brooklyn, New York, where I quickly moved from playing with dolls to incessantly 
reading, spending most of my time at the Kensington Branch Library. Early on I developed a pen-
chant for books rooted in social issues, my early favorites being “Karen” and “The Family Nobody 
Wanted.” Shortly I moved onto Jubilee and The Diary of Anne Frank.
My dreams of justice simmered at the fantastically broadminded Camp Mikan, where I went from 
camper to counselor, culminating in a high point when (with the help of my strongly Brooklyn-ac-
cented singing voice), I landed the role of Adelaide in the staff production of “Guys and Dolls.”
http://www.randysusanmeyers.com/



Alex
Pierre LeMaitre

Genre: Mystery, Suspense
Blurb: Alex Prévost—kidnapped, savagely beaten, suspended from the ceiling of an abandoned warehouse in a tiny wooden 
cage—is running out of time. Her abductor appears to want only to watch her die. Will hunger, thirst, or the rats get her first?
Apart from a shaky eyewitness report of the abduction, Police Commandant Camille Verhoeven has nothing to go on: no 
suspect, no leads, and no family or friends anxious to find a missing loved one. The diminutive and brilliant detective knows 
from bitter experience the urgency of finding the missing woman as quickly as possible—but first he must understand more 
about her. 
As he uncovers the details of the young woman’s singular history, Camille is forced to acknowledge that the person he seeks 
is no ordinary victim. She is beautiful, yes, but also extremely tough and resourceful. Before long, saving Alex’s life will be 
the least of Commandant Verhoeven’s considerable challenges.

About the Book
Paperback: 400 pages
Publisher: Albin Michel (February 1, 2011)
Language: French
ISBN-10: 2226218777
ISBN-13: 978-2226218773

Review by J. Reason
This is a great book, there are twists galore which were unexpected and brilliant. The author has an incredible mind, at first I 
felt sorry for Alex due to the kidnapping and the descriptions and details are incredible, a little rough, gory and real. I still 
think about rats. Yuck. But then things start to unfold and the truth of Alex´s life and childhood start to unravel.
This is part of a trilogy, but so far the only book to be translated from the original French, there are parts when I felt I wanted 
some more information on the background of Camille, a few things are revealed but not much, although it can be read as a 
standalone.
You have two different viewpoints, Alex and Camille and written in the third person. This is a difficult book to review due to 
not wanting to give away details, so I won´t go on, but if you enjoy a thriller this is one of the better ones. I didn´t want it to 
finish. Well worth reading.

About the Author
Pierre Lemaitre was born in Paris in 1956. He worked for many years as a teacher of literature and 
now devotes his time to writing novels and screenplays.

Frank Wynne is a translator from French and Spanish. His translations include works by Michel 
Houellebecq and Marcelo Figueras’s IFFP-shortlisted Kamchatka.
http://www.pierrelemaitre.com
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As Far As You Can Go
Lesley Glaister

Genre: Psychological Thriller
Blurb: When Cassie sees a job advertised for a couple to run a remote Australian farm, she thinks it will be the perfect escape 
for her and Graham. But trapped under the baking sun of the outback, paranoia sets in. There’s no radio and they send but 
never receive any letters. Their enigmatic and unusually forgiving boss Larry and his wife Mara have secrets, sedatives, and 
some very odd habits: a result of their isolated lifestyle or something more sinister? And there’s always the sensation, in the 
stark brush of the red desert, that eyes are watching them…

Review by J. Reason
This was a little bit of a psychological thriller but not as scary or as tense as other books with this genre, but it is very enjoy-
able, Graham and Cassie take on an adventure, it is a brilliant idea, but there is a hidden agenda in the trip which they don’t 
even know about.
Graham was very irritating, he seemed extremely naive and immature but he isn´t that young. . Cassie is fun of energy, ideas 
and was much more with it than Graham. The Australian Outback is brilliant, I felt the heat in the descriptions, I saw the 
station that was part of the book. Great writing. I enjoyed the details with the language, both English and Australian. There are 
only a handful of people in the book, alongside Grahame and Cassie there is Larry and Mara, Fred and Ziggy.
I am pleased I read the book, but I don’t think I will  be  rushing out to buy more of this authors books. The ending wasn’t 
wow, it just ended, and I wondered what happened to Fred and Mara.
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About the Book
File Size: 549 KB
Print Length: 337 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0747574685
Publisher: Bloomsbury Paperbacks; 1 edition (April 2, 2013)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00B8S5GJI

About the Author
Novelist Lesley Glaister was born in Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, England. She grew up in 
Suffolk, moving to Sheffield with her first husband, where she took a degree with the Open Univer-
sity. She was ‘discovered’ by the novelist Hilary Mantel when she attended a course given by the 
Arvon Foundation in 1989. Mantel was so impressed by her writing that she recommended her to 
her own literary agent.
Lesley Glaister’s first novel, Honour Thy Father (1990), won both a Somerset Maugham Award and 
a Betty Trask Award. Her other novels include Trick or Treat (1991), Limestone and Clay (1993), 
for which she was awarded the Yorkshire Post Book Award (Yorkshire Author of the Year), Partial 
Eclipse (1994) and The Private Parts of Women (1996), Now You See Me (2001), the story of the 
unlikely relationship between Lamb, a former patient in a psychiatric ward, and Doggo, a fugitive 

on the run from the police, As Far as You Can Go (2004), a psychological drama, in which a young couple, Graham and 
Cassie, travel to a remote part of Australia to take up a caretaking job, only to be drawn into the dark secrets of their mysteri-
ous employers. Nina Todd Has Gone (2007) was another complex psychological thriller.
Lesley Glaister lives with her husband in Edinburgh with frequent sojourns in Orkney. She has three sons and teaches Cre-
ative Writing at the University or St Andrews. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.
Her new novel Little Egypt will be published in 2014. 
http://lesleyglaister.weebly.com/



Before I Go To Sleep
S. J. Watson

Genre: Suspense, Mystery
Blurb: As I sleep, my mind will erase everything I did today. I will wake up tomorrow as I did this morning. Thinking I’m still 
a child. Thinking I have a whole lifetime of choice ahead of me …’ Memories define us. So what if you lost yours every time 
you went to sleep? Your name, your identity, your past, even the people you love—all forgotten overnight. And the one person 
you trust may only be telling you half the story. Welcome to Christine’s life.

Review by J. Reason
I was completely blown away with this novel, one of the best I read lately, I will be remembering this one for quite some time.
The book has won various prizes and there is some hype about it so I am a little wary but in this case they are all correct, this 
is a freeky book, memory is such a delicate thing and how much we rely on it.
I read this quickly, this is one I didn´t want to put down, it is thrilling with some twists and turns that I didn´t see coming, 
which I am glad about, some mystery as Christine tries to put together her life.
The ending could have been better, it is the only part I could fault but oh well, lets see what happens in the movie.
This is the authors debut novel and it is a great one, I wonder when there will be more from the author.
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About the Book
File Size: 753 KB
Print Length: 515 pages
Publisher: HarperCollins e-books; Reprint edition 
(June 14, 2011)
Language: English
ASIN: B004GUSG4M

About the Author
S J Watson was born in the UK, lives in London and worked in the NHS for a number of years.
In 2011 Watson's debut novel, Before I Go to Sleep, was released to critical acclaim. It has now 
been published in over 40 languages, and has become an international bestseller, winning numerous 
awards.
The movie of Before I Go To Sleep, starrring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth and Mark Strong, is due 
for worldwide release in Autumn 2014. Watson's second book is out in Spring 2015.
http://www.sjwatson-books.com

5 Star Review



Before Nightfall
Rachel Amphlett

Blurb: Kate Foster is quick to forget the advice from a pre-deployment hostage survival course once she’s catapulted into a 
new job in Eastern Europe, despite the good-looking instructor. But a simple day’s task in Istanbul six months later goes 
horribly wrong.
Trapped and alone, her only hope of survival is the man who trained her – ex-FBI Hostage Rescue Specialist, Finn Scott.
For Finn, it’s his worst nightmare. Kate was the one person he almost let into his heart. Haunted by memories of a failed 
hostage rescue, he is thrust into a situation beyond his control. Now, against a sinister adversary whose ambitions will split 
apart Eastern Europe, Finn must overcome his demons to prevent an international catastrophe.
And avoid losing Kate forever.

“If they move you, they will kill you.” I just love this quote.
This is the author’s third book and a standalone. The previous two are White Gold and Under Fire. We are introduced to Kate, 
who is participating in a hostage survival course before being sent off on a new job in Eastern Europe, fast forward 6 months 
and she is kidnapped. It is a fast paced book, with plenty going on, with a few twists and turns that surprised me. Kate is a 
great character and also Finn, plenty of background information on the characters to give you the right impression of each 
one.
There are some good hostage moments, this part has been well written and well researched. The plot is revealed nicely, not 
too fast or too slow.
You´ve got thrills, suspense, romance, travel, twists in the tale. I had no idea of the end twist, caught me by surprise. This is a 
good as the other book from the same author that I have read. Under Fire.
I didn´t want it to finish, I enjoyed it loads. I hope to see more from this author in the future. Thanks Rachel for my copy. I 
feel that there might be more books with these two characters. (I hope.)
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Genre: Thriller

Review by J. Reason

About the Book
Paperback, 512 pages
Published February 2014 by Sphere (first published 
January 23rd 14)
ISBN1847443273 (ISBN13: 9781847443274)
edition language English

About the Author
I was born in Hungerford, Berkshire in the 1970s, lived in Oxfordshire during the 1990s and moved 
out to Australia in 2005. In between that, I helped run a pub, played lead guitar in bands, worked as 
a TV & film extra, dabbled in radio (both local commercial and BBC) as a presenter and freelance 
producer, and worked in publishing as a sub-editor and editorial assistant. Not necessarily in that 
order.
I live for travel. I kid you not – I usually know where I’m going on holiday two years in advance. 
To date, I’ve visited 15 countries and now have two passports, UK and Australian (Jason Bourne eat 
your heart out!).
In my spare time, if I can, I like skiing, horse-riding, playing guitar, reading (of course), and writing 
(another no-brainer).

I also have a great love of films. Especially thrillers, rom-com, sci-fi and biopics. I don’t mind admitting I’m scared of horror 
films.
I currently live in Brisbane with a long-suffering husband (sort of – there’s no paperwork yet) and our dog, a saluki called 
Floyd. 
http://www.rachelamphlett.com/



Before We Met
Lucie Whitehouse

Genre: Psychological Thriller, crime, mystery
Blurb: Hannah, independent, headstrong, and determined not to follow in the footsteps of her bitterly divorced mother, has 
always avoided commitment. But one hot New York summer she meets Mark Reilly, a fellow Brit, and is swept up in a love 
affair that changes all her ideas about what marriage might mean.
Now, living in their elegant, expensive London townhouse and adored by her fantastically successful husband, she knows she 
was right to let down her guard.
But when Mark does not return from a business trip to the U.S. and when the hours of waiting for him stretch into days, the 
foundations of Hannah’s certainty begin to crack. Why do Mark’s colleagues believe he has gone to Paris not America? Why 
is there no record of him at his hotel? And who is the mysterious woman who has been telephoning him over the last few 
weeks?
Hannah begins to dig into her husband’s life, uncovering revelations that throw into doubt everything she has ever believed 
about him. As her investigation leads her away from their fairytale romance into a place of violence and fear she must decide 
whether the secrets Mark has been keeping are designed to protect him or protect her . . .

Review by J. Reason
How well do you know your husband? As Hannah finds out, not very well. As the title says: Before We Met, something hap-
pened before Hannah and Mark met. What that is, is unravelled in this short but superbly written book. This is the first book I 
have read by Lucie and I am now contemplating reading her other two novels.
This is a dark novel, creepy in a way, one day Hannah starts to discover things she didn´t know and also started to discover 
the lies her husband has been telling her. Slowly the author being to unravel the truth and also tells us the past, how they met 
and other important stuff.
‘Perhaps he was just a compulsive liar, one of those people who couldn’t stop themselves even when there was nothing to be 
gained by it. Maybe, she thought, she was about to discover that he was married to someone else and had a whole other family 
filed away somewhere.
Lucie is a great writer and great at linking the past with the present, it works seamlessly and great with all the suspense in this 
book. I found it unputdownable, I read it in 2 sittings, I would have read it in one but I was just too tired.
I liked Hannah´s character, she is likeable and independent. She wants to find her own path in life and not just live off her 
husband’s success. Mark is a bit of a workaholic and by the end of the book is a completly different person we met at the 
beginning.
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About the Book
File Size: 564 KB
Print Length: 289 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1408847167
Publisher: Bloomsbury USA; 1 edition (January 21, 
2014)
Language: English

About the Author
Lucie Whitehouse was born in the Cotswolds in 1975 and grew up in Warwickshire. She studied 
Classics at Oxford University and then began a career in publishing while spending evenings, 
weekends and holidays working on the book that would eventually become THE HOUSE AT MID-
NIGHT.
Having married in 2011, she now divides her time between the UK and Brooklyn, where she lives 
with her husband. She writes full time and has contributed features to the Times, the Sunday Times, 
the Independent, Elle and Red Magazine.
She has been nominated for the Crime Thriller Club Awards on ITV3.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lucie-Whitehouse/206588889395112



Before You Die
Samantha Hayes

Genre: psychological thriller 
Blurb: The gripping new psychological suspense novel from the author of Until You’re Mine. 
Oh God, please don’t let me die.
It has taken nearly two years for the Warwickshire village of Radcote to put a spate of teenage suicides behind it.Then a young 
man is killed in a freak motorbike accident, and a suicide note is found among his belongings. A second homeless boy takes 
his own life, this time on the railway tracks.
Is history about to repeat itself?
DI Lorraine Fisher has just arrived for a relaxing summer break with her sister. Soon she finds herself caught up in the result-
ing police enquiry. And when her nephew disappears she knows she must act quickly.Are the recent deaths suicide – or 
murder?
And is the nightmare beginning again?

Review by J. Reason
Brilliant, really enjoyed this psychological thriller with an emphasis on family and what, unfortunately, is probably happening 
to loads of families in the world.
DI Lorraine Fisher is back and she goes to visit her sister for a weeks holiday, but it turns out to be not much of a holiday as 
there are some mysterious deaths going on around the village.
I enjoyed the different perspectives that the author wrote, Gil is written in first person and the rest of main characters in the 
third person. I read the book quickly as it gripped me from the beginning. I thought it was better the Until You´re Mine, the 
other book where DI Lorraine appears but can easily be read as a stand alone.
Nicely written and fast paced, well worth a read for those who enjoy a good psychological thriller.
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About the Author
I grew up in the Midlands with my parents and younger brother. I always wanted to be a writer and 
pestered for my first typewriter when I was ten. It wasn’t a clear-cut path to my dream career and it 
took several decades longer to get there than I’d anticipated. But along the way I had many experi-
ences, met a host of intriguing people, lived in several continents, met my husband, and had my 
three beautiful children.
Over the years I’ve worked as a private investigator, bar maid, car cleaner, fruit picker, accounts 
clerk, nursery nurse, waitress…and I learnt to fly a plane before I could drive a car because for a 
while I wanted to be a pilot.
I travelled the world and spent an eye-opening time living on a kibbutz, where, having always writ-
ten as a child and teenager, I was inspired to write longer fiction. After some more backpacking and 

a stint living in London, I moved to Australia for three years, got married, and had a glorious time in Brisbane and Melbourne.
Between 1991 and 1998 I had my children. We lived in the UK and the USA, where my youngest daughter was born. After 
Seattle, we returned to England, finally settling back in my home county of Warwickshire, where we’ve since renovated sev-
eral old houses.
Throughout the years, I always strived to improve my writing. In 2003 I won a short story competition and subsequently had a 
novel published by a small independent press. It’s out of print now. Since 2007 I have had four novels published by Headline 
under the name Sam Hayes—BLOOD TIES, UNSPOKEN, TELL TALE and SOMEONE ELSE’S SON.
I am now represented by Oli Munson at A M Heath Ltd and my books are published by Century and Arrow, with my latest 
novel UNTIL YOU’RE MINE (the first in my new detective series based in Birmingham) and written as Samantha Hayes 
available on June 20th 2013. You can find details of all my recent novels by visiting the books page.
http://www.samanthahayes.co.uk



Can Anybody Help Me?
Sinéad Crowley

Genre: Mystery, Suspense
Blurb: It was crazy really, she had never met the woman, had no idea of her real name but she thought of her as a friend. Or, at 
least, the closest thing she had to a friend in Dublin.
Struggling with a new baby, Yvonne turns to netmammy, an online forum for mothers, for support. Drawn into a world of new 
friends, she spends increasing amounts of time online and volunteers more and more information about herself.
When one of her new friends goes offline, Yvonne thinks something is wrong, but dismisses her fears. After all, does she 
really know this woman?
But when the body of a young woman with striking similarities to Yvonne’s missing friend is found, Yvonne realises that 
they’re all in terrifying danger. Can she persuade Sergeant Claire Boyle, herself about to go on maternity leave, to take her 
fears seriously?

About the Book
File Size: 1300 KB
Print Length: 400 pages
Publisher: Quercus (April 30, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00HVBK0CY

Review by J. Reason
An interesting book, following the lives of a few women, based in Ireland, who have or are about to have children who are all 
members on an on-line forum “netmammy”. Very 21st century and a worrying thought of what we write on the Internet and 
how easy it is to fin out private stuff about others.
The book is well written and enjoyable, specially as it is the authors debut novel, a little slow to start, probably as I found 
some of the “on line chat” a little boring and unnecessary, but the characters are introduced with just the right amount of 
information. The plot is well thought out, the details in being a mum are well written. Once it gets going it is page turning and 
I had not clue has to who was the baddie until the last few pages, which added to it in my opinion.
Not the best of suspense / mysteries books I have read but not a bad one either. I hope to see more of this author as she ma-
tures.

About the Author
Born in Dublin, Sinéad Crowley has been working as a journalist since graduating from Dublin City 
University in 1993 and is currently Arts and Media Correspondent with RTE, Ireland’s national 
broadcaster. Working for both radio and television, she has covered stories ranging from General 
Elections to the Eurovision, and has reported from locations including Southern Africa, Azerbaijan 
and from the Oscars in Los Angeles.
A self confessed internet addict, she discovered the world of parenting websites while on maternity 
leave with her first child. Her debut thriller, Can Anybody Help Me?, is set on one such site.
Sinéad lives in Dublin with her husband and two young sons.
https://www.facebook.com/cananybodyhelpme
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Child No. 3
Phil Martin

Genre: Crime, Mystery
Child No. 3 (Book No. 1 in the Little Girl Lost trilogy)
Having exposed lie after lie told by her foster parents, Amy Walker sets off on a mission of self-discovery to unearth exactly 
what they have kept buried from the world.
After journeying from her Manchester home to the shanty towns and palaces of Morocco, more untruths lead her back to 
London and a dark Chechen underworld, where she discovers she was third on a coded, list of stolen children.
As Amy gets closer to unearthing her truth, she disturbs it, alerting the gang to her existence. Her truth will do anything to 
stay hidden. 
Child No. 3 must be silenced. Little girl lost must never be found.

Review by J. Reason
This is part one of a trilogy and is one hell of a roller coaster ride, and even more so for Amy Walker the main character, who 
is caught up in something from her past due to no fault of her own, but she is now traveling to various countries and different 
parts of the UK to try and find out who she is and where she comes from. She also gets her friend from University involved 
but things turn out rather dangerous for them and they leave a trail of bodies, loads of unanswered questions that she wants 
answered despite all the danger. The characters are interesting and I am sure some of them will appear in later books.
Very easy to pick up and read, very difficult to put down, nicely written in a sense that although there are plenty of bodies left 
behind there is no gore.
The ending is actually better than I thought it would be, it ends just at the right time leaving you with enough desire to buy the 
next book in the series, but it is not too open ended.
Definitely a good read if you enjoy fast paced thrillers. It is certainly a disturbing subject as this happens way too often around 
the world.
My only complaint is the names of the Russian or Chechen characters, surely there are some easier names to pronounce than 
those that the author has chosen
This is a self published book. Looking forward to the next one.
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About the Author
I grew up in the creative cauldron of nineties Manchester when Madchester rocked the charts and 
the Hacienda ruled clubland. The city has shaped me as a writer. I write thrillers and crime based on 
the fine folk of Manchester and Salford. The Little Girl Lost trilogy has however developed into an 
international thriller taking in Manchester, Morocco, London, Barcelona, Monza, Zurich, Moscow, 
Chechnya, Batumi and... Milton Keynes. 
http://www.philmartinbooks.co.uk 



Death By Chocolate
Carol Lee

Genre: Cozy Mystery
Blurb: Things are brilliant for baker and recently divorced Myra Bailey. Living the typical life in her sleepy little town of Fish 
Creek Falls she’s finally opened up her dream coffee shop bakery, Dessert First. She is excited things are going so well… 
until she stumbles over the body of Barbara the owner of the only other bakery in town.
Suddenly Myra finds herself in the middle of a murder investigation (her chocolate cake was found at the scene of the crime!) 
headed up by her hunky neighbor Detective David Bentley. With the help of her best friend Lizzie, together they are armed 
with their smart phones and their natural wits, Myra decides to take it upon herself to find the real murderer in order to clear 
her name and drive customers back to her bakery.
As things heat up on the murder trail, in the kitchen and between Myra and the Detective, it’s a race against time to put the 
real murderer behind bars and get back to baking.

Review by J. Reason
This is a very short book, I had no idea when I first picked it up on my kindle, I only realized when I checked my progress and 
saw I had already got on in it quicker than normal, therefore I finished it in one sitting.
This is a quick read, easy with nothing gripping or thrilling, hence the cozy mystery part. But the characters needed more 
development, (this way it could have been a little longer) and there wasn´t much of a mystery really, I had it all figured out, 
but then again, I was looking for exactly this style of book to take my mind off things at the time so it wasn´t as bad as it 
could have been. There were a few moments in the story line that weren´t properly explained.
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About the Author
Carol Lee is an author and a journalist who worked in national newspapers, radio and television 
before ‘coming home’ to write.
Born in Carmarthenshire, she spent much of her childhood in Africa before returning to the UK to 
begin a career in journalism.
Since then, she has been a reporter for the BBC, a columnist on the Daily Mail, and a contributor to 
The Observer, The Guardian, The Independent, The Sunday Times, and The Evening Standard.
She considers herself to be part African, part Welsh and part English, all of which inform her body 
of work, which includes individual short stories and poems, and a play, Feet First.
Living in London, she visits Carmarthenshire regularly, staying in the house her parents left her 
brother, Chris, and herself. She helps support two boys in South Africa, where her eighth book, A 

Child Called Freedom, was based.
When not writing, she walks on Hampstead Heath, in Kew Gardens and by the sea.
http://www.carollee.co.uk/



Death Of A Spy
Dan Mayland

Genre: Spy, Thriller
Blurb: Life has never been better for Mark Sava, the former CIA station chief of Azerbaijan. He’s recently married, has a 
newborn daughter, and the launch of his spies-for-hire business in Central Asia has been a great success. Then he gets a call 
from the US Embassy in Tbilisi, Georgia–one his employees, seventy-two-year-old Larry Bowlan, has died of a heart attack.
Bowlan was also Sava’s first boss at the CIA, so Sava feels a responsibility to personally recover the remains of his friend. He 
hops on a flight to Tbilisi, visits the hotel room in which Bowlan died, and is shocked when he discovers an oil painting that 
depicts a woman he knows all too well…
So begins four of the most violent and blisteringly personal days of Sava’s life as he struggles to protect his future, and the 
future of a country he loves, by fighting demons from his past.? 

Review by J. Reason
One of my favourite spy authors, actually, one of my favourite authors full stop, was kind enough to send me an ARC of his 
latest book: Death of a Spy. This is the fourth in the Mark Sava series and we continue on from the last book, Spy for Hire.
Mark and Daria have settled down, or have they?
I did wonder what the title meant, who was it that died or going to die, I didn´t have to wait long for the answer and from then 
on it is full on action and nicely paced thrills. The writing is brilliant, I have seen the author get better through his books, these 
are modern spy books, in the Azerbeijan, Nakhchivan, Georgia area, with superb descriptions and details of the area which I 
found fascinating and it brings it alive. The relationship with Daria is great, but I would have liked to have seen a little more 
of her in this book.

“We are not so young any more Sava, perhaps you should stay with me in the van”

On the website danmayland.com there are photographs which give a perspective of all the places visited.
This book sees some of the past of Mark Sava, we learn a little more about him and his background. Although this is the 4th in 
the series, it can be read as a standalone, but I would recommend starting reading from the beginning.

The title and the cover are just brilliant, automatically drawing you in.
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About the Author
Dan Mayland is the author of The Colonel’s Mistake, The Leveling, and Spy For Hire, the first 
three novels in the Mark Sava spy-thriller series. The novels are set in and around Iran and the 
greater Caspian region, a volatile corner of the world that Mayland has studied extensively. Some of 
Mayland's thoughts on contemporary Iranian politics can be found here. Sign this guestbook to 
receive email updates about his books.
Before starting the Sava series, Mayland graduated from Dartmouth College and founded Mayland 
Real Estate. He lives in Pennsylvania with his wife and two children.
http://www.danmayland.com



Defending Jacob
William Landay

Genre: Thriller, Mystery, Legal
Blurb: Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts county for more than twenty years. 
He is respected in his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But 
when a shocking crime shatters their New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens next: His fourteen-year-old son 
is charged with the murder of a fellow student.
Every parental instinct Andy has rallies to protect his boy. Jacob insists that he is innocent, and Andy believes him. Andy 
must. He’s his father. But as damning facts and shocking revelations surface, as a marriage threatens to crumble and the trial 
intensifies, as the crisis reveals how little a father knows about his son, Andy will face a trial of his own—between loyalty and 
justice, between truth and allegation, between a past he’s tried to bury and a future he cannot conceive.
Award-winning author William Landay has written the consummate novel of an embattled family in crisis—a suspenseful, 
character-driven mystery that is also a spellbinding tale of guilt, betrayal, and the terrifying speed at which our lives can spin 
out of control. 

About the Book
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Review by J. Reason
This was one of the books that had loads and loads of positive reviews and loads of hype, unfortunately my review is probably 
not going as positive as most as I just didn´t find this a great book, although it is a good book, the writing is good, so please 
don´t get put off just yet, but there is something about it I didn´t enjoy, the style of writing, it is in first person, and it jumps 
back and forward and the parts of the trial where it was transcribed back to the reader. A little off putting, I did get used to it 
though.
You have got all the emotional sides to it also, for example, what would you do in the same situation, etc. This is something to 
think about.
The story itself is fine, a legal courtroom drama, the idea isn´t new and it gives a whole set of family values. But the ending is 
where it all comes together, I thought I had it, I thought I knw what was going to happen, but as I kept reading it turns out I 
didn´t, I actually wanted there to be more in the book as it does finish a little apruptly, but wow, I was surprised and it turned 
around the book for me. OK, it was a little long winded in places, could have been shorter, the parts before the trial I meam 
but if you can make it to the end, it will be worth it.

About the Author
William Landay is the author of the New York Times bestseller Defending Jacob. Previous novels 
include Mission Flats, winner of the Dagger Award for best debut crime novel, and The Strangler, 
which was an L.A. Times favorite crime novel and nominated for the Strand Magazine Critics 
Award as best crime novel of the year
http://www.williamlanday.com .
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Dying for Christmas
Tammy Cohen

Blurb: I am missing. Held captive by a blue-eyed stranger. To mark the twelve days of Christmas, he gives me a gift every 
day, each more horrible than the last. The twelfth day is getting closer. After that, there’ll be no more Christmas cheer for me. 
No mince pies, no carols. No way out .

But I have a secret. No-one has guessed it. Will you?

Thrilling book, a little unbelievable the part where Jessica goes off with a stranger, but there are so many twists you can’t 
always get your head round them, but all in a good way. Jessica the main character, she has been kidnapped and what happens 
during the kidnapping and after it, is suspenseful, surpriseful and dark, very dark, I was surprised on more than one occasion.
The book is written from various different points of view, Jessica the main one and also the Liaison Officer who is helping out 
her family who also has her own thoughts about the kidnapping
It is also written in two different parts, one, where Jessica is kidnapped and the other after. At the end of the first part, the 
book could finish there but there is so much more… more excitement and darkness, moments that will make you go wow. I 
had no idea what was going to happen.
You might find yourself being sucked into this book, make sure you have time to yourself cause you won’t want to put it 
down. Dark characters, dark moments. Fantastic book.

Highly recommended.
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About the Author
Tammy Cohen (who was previously published under her formal name Tamar Cohen) is a freelance 
journalist. A late starter to fiction – and to other things besides – she has now written four novels.

She lives in North London with her partner and three (nearly) grown children, plus one very badly 
behaved dog.
https://www.facebook.com/tammy.cohen2



Eeny Meeny
M. J. Arlidge

Genre: Thriller, Suspense
Blurb: They were going to spend the rest of their lives together. Soul mates. But when a young couple wakes up alone togeth-
er, disoriented and trapped, they are yet to grasp the true horror of their situation. They have no food, no water. Instead there is 
a gun loaded with a single bullet and a mobile phone with enough power only to deliver a short message: ‘when one of you 
kills the other, the survivor will walk free’. For their captor it’s simple: set the scene, watch, wait and leave the victims to do 
the killing. Tortured by fear, desperation, starvation and thirst, there’s only one way to end their ordeal: one of them must die.
DI Helen Grace and her team know they are hunting a complex predator whose broken survivors must endure their role as 
living calling cards. And killers. The victims – work colleagues, a mother and daughter, a pair of dancers – appear to be 
chosen at random and yet the planning is meticulous.
There must be something driving the choice of victims, but until DI Grace can establish a connection, the killer is unreach-
able. A breakthrough is elusive and then, terrifyingly, the investigation begins to turn full circle…
In this startling highwire drama M.J. Arlidge throws us headlong into a chilling race to stop evil in its tracks. Dark, ingenious 
and bullet-paced, Eeny Meeny introduces a major new thriller writing talent.

Review by J. Reason
Spoilers in the review.
After a couple of not too sure if I enjoyed them and didn´t finish books I read this for my online book group, and wow, defi-
nitely worth it if you enjoy a dark crime book. Where the idea of this came from? What was going on in the author head? I 
have no idea. Two people stuck in one room, one gun with one bullet, there is only one way out, one of them has to kill the 
other. Creepy. Otherwise you don´t get out and you both starve to death. OK the idea might be new but it is no something i 
have come across recently.
Introducing Helen Grace, a no messing around detective who is in charge of the investigation, but I couldn´t warm up to her 
character, she was a little cold and calculating for my liking.
Each chapter is written from the point of view of a different person, with short chapters, making it easy to put down when 
needed, not that I could, it is one of those cannot put down books. This is a fast paced crime thriller, with loads going on and it 
kept me guessing as to who was behind it all until the author decided to tell us. The best part, well the fact that the baddie is a 
female, about time, so many books and films with males in the bad parts. The person behind all of this is actually quite clever; 
there are plenty of twists in the tale.
There is some interesting moral choices here, after all what would you do in the same situation.
Start spoilers. There are a few parts in the book that aren´t explained properly: Were the victims being watched? Otherwise 
how did the killer know that one had killed the other as Peter, Charlie and Amy are freed as soon as the deed is done. Why 
wasn´t Marie freed?
I enjoyed the little twists also, it didn´t matter that in the case of Peter and Ben & Marie and Anna the gun wasn´t used and 
that Mark committed suicide.
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About the Author
M.J. Arlidge has worked in television for the last 15 years, specialising in high end drama produc-
tion. Arlidge has produced a number of prime-time crime serials for ITV In the last five years, and 
is currently working on a major adaptation of The 
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7068319.M_J_ArlidgeLast of the Mohicans for the BBC

5 Star Review



Fatal Puzzle
Catherine Shepard

Genre:  Cozy Mystery, Historical Fiction
Blurb: 1495: In the peaceful medieval city of Zons, on the banks of the Rhine, a young woman is found hanging from a para-
pet, assaulted and mutilated. A month later, another maiden falls prey. Bastian Mühlenberg, head of the City Guard, is deter-
mined to decipher the murderer’s gruesome code, unaware that he and the woman he loves are in the killer’s sights. With the 
help of an old psychic, a priest, and the stars above, Mühlenberg must solve the “fatal puzzle” before it’s too late.

Present day: Journalist Emily Richter is thrilled when she’s assigned a series of articles about the historic Zons killings. How-
ever, right before her stories are to be published, a young woman’s body is found hanging from a city tower—grossly maimed 
and wearing a linen gown, like her medieval predecessors. Detective Oliver Bergmann leads the investigation, tapping the 
knowledge of the attractive young journalist. Working together—and using Mühlenberg’s old notes—they race to stay one 
step ahead of the copycat killer.

Review by J. Reason
I was attracted to the word puzzle in the title and the cover, I know, another example of do not judge it´s book by the cover, 
but for me it is the first impression from which I decide if or not to read the blurb. It is an enjoyable murder mystery with 
some descriptions and  details of the murders but nothing too gruesome. This book is all about a cozy murder mystery that 
took place 500 years before and how it connects to a recent murder in the same town in the present time.

“Since that night when he´d sneaked into the church and spied on Bastian and the priest discussing his “fatal puzzle” 
he had felt irrepressible pride. “

It is written from various points of view, and different times, the present and 500 years in the past. My favourite character was 
Bastian, determined and brave. I enjoyed both past and present, but particularly enjoyed the past.
This is a translation from the original in German. The only downside of the book is that it is too short, I finished it in one 
sitting but I wanted more. This is part one of a series.
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About the Author
Thriller author Catherine Shepherd lives with her family in the medieval town of Zons, Germany, 
the setting of Fatal Puzzle. Since leaving her successful career as a project manager at a major 
German bank, Shepherd has devoted herself to writing full-time. Fatal Puzzle, the first book in the 
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Author Interview
Dan Mayland

Dan Mayland is the author of four books, The Colonel´s Mistake,  The Leveling,   Spy for Hire   and Death of a Spy. He was 
kind enough to answer a few questions.

What are you writing at the moment?
The third book in the Sava series. It’s a fast-paced tear through Kyrgyzstan and Bahrain. Readers also learn more about the 
circumstances surrounding the suicide of Mark Sava’s mother, and how that led to him becoming a spy.

How do you promote your books?
I’m fortunate in that my publisher does most of the heavy lifting when it comes to promotion. That said, I’ve had a blast com-
municating with readers, speaking with local book groups, attending thriller-themed conferences, and answering questions 
from bloggers like yourself!

Do you have a favorite place for writing? Study, bedroom, local coffee shop????
I do most of my writing in a cluttered, book-filled office that doubles as a laundry room. It’s on the second floor of my house, 
and looks out onto the back yard. But I also love writing outside when the weather’s nice. (As I write this, I’m outside at a 
local pool.) I built a long-promised tree house for my kids a few months ago and I plan on doing some writing up there this 
summer.

What do you do in your spare time?
Read, hang out with my family, and climb mountains. In fact, I’ll be down kind of your way this July, doing some mountain-
eering in Bolivia.

Where can I get a copy of your books?
Amazon and Barnes & Noble for sure. Independent bookstores, if they don’t’ stock my books, should be able to order them. 
Lots of libraries throughout the United States, and a few outside the US, carry them.

From Admin: Personally these books are awesome, a nice fresh vision into spy novels, well worth a read. Can´t wait for the 
next book in the series. Congratulations Dan. You can get in touch with Dan via his website or Facebook.
www.danmayland.com
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Ghostman
Roger Hobbs

Genre: Mystery, crime
Blurb: I make things disappear. It’s what I do. This time I’m tidying up the loose ends after a casino heist gone bad. The loose 
ends being a million cash. But I only have 48 hours, and there’s a guy out there who wants my head in a bag.
He’ll have to find me first. They don’t call me the Ghostman for nothing...

About the Book
Print Length: 385 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0307950492
Publisher: Transworld Digital (February 14, 2013)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English

Review by J. Reason
I picked this one up due to the recent nominations for the Sunday times best thriller of the year book and loads of other nomi-
nations and awards.
It is written in the first person from the point of view of Jack, the main character. I thoroughly enjoyed this book, but I would 
like to add that it is also easily forgettable, I don´t think it will make my best of list. I read it quickly, bear in mind, though, 
that I happen to have some extra time to read books, and at 327 pages it isn´t all that long. It kept my interest and I enjoyed 
the dual story lines that were well placed. I got into it straight away, the beginning being quite explosive and was hooked. 
Plenty of description, loads of details (maybe too much for some as it pads the book out a lot, but I enjoyed it) but not sure if 
the details are correct as I no  nothing about fire arms, and other technical details that are described.A good solid heist, sus-
pense, action, crime book with loads and loads of baddies, in fact, there are no good people in the book at all.The second book 
comes out some time in 2014 and I will be looking out for it.

About the Author
Roger Hobbs discovered his lifelong passion for writing when he was very young. He started his 
career early when he completed his first novel (a dreadful science fiction book) at just 13 years old. 
His first play was produced when he was 19. He had his first publication in The New York Times at 
20. He signed his first movie deal at 21, graduated Reed College at 22, and signed a book deal with 
Alfred A. Knopf at 23. By 24 he was an international bestseller, and by 25 he had been nominated 
for nearly every major award in crime fiction.
He wrote Ghostman, his debut novel, during his senior year of college and sent off the manuscript 
on the day he graduated. Ghostman has since been published in more than twenty-five countries 
around the world and climbed numerous bestseller lists. In 2013 Roger became the youngest person 
ever to win a CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger. In 2014 he won the Strand Critics award and was 

nominated for the prestigious Edgar, Barry, and Anthony awards. Booklist called Ghostman "a triumph on every level."  
The sequel, Vanishing Games, will be out in 2015.
At Reed, Roger majored in English. He studied film noir, literary theory and ancient languages. He wrote his thesis on the 
early mystery stories of Edgar Allan Poe, in an attempt to create a theoretical model for understanding suspense. He loves to 
travel, gamble, and make snarky comments about bad movies.
In New York, his literary agent is Nat Sobel of Sobel Weber Associates. In Los Angeles, his film agent is Joel Gotler at Intel-
lectual Property Group. 
http://www.rogerhobbs.com/
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Gray Mountain
John Grisham

Genre:  Legal
Blurb: The year is 2008 and Samantha Kofer’s career at a huge Wall Street law firm is on the fast track—until the recession 
hits and she gets downsized, furloughed, escorted out of the building. Samantha, though, is one of the “lucky” associates. 
She’s offered an opportunity to work at a legal aid clinic for one year without pay, after which there would be a slim chance 
that she’d get her old job back.
In a matter of days Samantha moves from Manhattan to Brady, Virginia, population 2,200, in the heart of Appalachia, a part of 
the world she has only read about. Mattie Wyatt, lifelong Brady resident and head of the town’s legal aid clinic, is there to 
teach her how to “help real people with real problems.” For the first time in her career, Samantha prepares a lawsuit, sees the 
inside of an actual courtroom, gets scolded by a judge, and receives threats from locals who aren’t so thrilled to have a 
big-city lawyer in town. And she learns that Brady, like most small towns, harbors some big secrets.
Her new job takes Samantha into the murky and dangerous world of coal mining, where laws are often broken, rules are 
ignored, regulations are flouted, communities are divided, and the land itself is under attack from Big Coal. Violence is 
always just around the corner, and within weeks Samantha finds herself engulfed in litigation that turns deadly.

Review by J. Reason
I have always loved John Grisham, but this wasn´t one of his best, in fact I didn´t really enjoy this at all, but I did finish the 
book. It is very similar book to his others, but there was no punch to it, no surprises or twists in the tale.
The part I enjoyed was the female character, ok, maybe I didn´t like her much, what I enjoyed was that there was a female 
character, it is not very often this author writes with a female main character but I had figured out her choice of place to live 
early on, it seemed rather obvious to me despite the author writing that she wanted to return to New York plenty of times.
The coal mining parts were very interesting, with plenty of details, I also enjoyed the details of the area the author wrote 
about.
The issues covered, coal mining, with it´s mountaintop removal is worrying, with definite health and environmental impacts.
I was disappointed with the ending, it was so abrupt and also gives the idea that there might be a second with the same charac-
ters. I probably won´t be reading that one if there is a sequel.
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About the Author
A lawyer by profession and an author by fame, John Grisham is the brilliant American writer of 
numerous novels best known for his legal thrillers. He was born on February 8, 1955 in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas to parents who were never formally educated but encouraged their son to pursue an edu-
cation and prepare himself for college. Grisham settled with his parents in Southaven where he 
spent his younger years.
Today, John Grisham continues to write bestselling novels. He lives with his wife and two children 
in homes he has in Oxford, Mississippi and Charlottesville, Virginia.
John Grisham was awarded the the Peggy V. Helmerich Distinguished Author Award by the Tulsa 
Library Trust in 2005. A John Grisham Room is maintained in The Mississippi State University 
Libraries, Manuscript Division where materials generated during the author’s tenure as Mississippi 

State Representative are archived. Grisham is a zealous supporter to new writers endowing scholarships and writers’ residen-
cies in the University of Mississippi’s English Department and Graduate Creative Writing Program. He is also the founder of, 
Oxford American, a dedicated magazine for literary writing.
http://www.jgrisham.com/



Half Past Dawn
Richard Doetsch

Genre: Thriller, Mystery
Blurb: Between life and death, between the deepest dark of night and the first rays of dawn, in that moment where we begin to 
drift from sleep to wakefulness, is where anything is possible . . .
Jack Keeler wakes up one bright June morning to the shock of his life. He gazes in the mirror and sees a half-healed gash over 
his right eye and a hastily stitched-together wound in his shoulder that looks suspiciously like the result of a bullet. He also 
notices an intricately designed tattoo—words written in a foreign script—covering the length of his forearm. He’s alone, his 
house eerily silent without the delightful chatter of his wife and two daughters. He has absolutely no memory of how, when, 
or why he ended up in such gruesome physical condition.
Jack gropes his way down to the kitchen to call his wife, Mia—an FBI agent—and to find some answers. But before he can 
pick up the phone, his eyes are drawn to the front page of that morning’s paper. He takes in a large photo of a bridge, the 
guard rail missing, a skein of tire marks on the roadway. Above the photo, in large black type, a headline that simply reads 
NEW YORK CITY DISTRICT ATTORNEY JACK KEELER DEAD.
From this mind-shattering opening scene, Richard Doetsch takes readers on a twisting, turning adventure as Jack struggles to 
find out not only what happened to him, but to his missing wife. As fragments of his memory return, and with the help of a 
loyal friend, he reconstructs the events of the previous night, which culminated in his being shot and Mia’s abduction. He has 
only until dawn of the following day to uncover an ancient mystery hidden in the depths of one of the country’s most heavily 
guarded prisons. Just when Jack thinks he has put all the pieces together and has saved Mia’s life, a final twist occurs that 
changes everything.
A thriller spanning time, an Asian people out of legend, an assassin who will stop at nothing to avenge his death sentence, and 
a diary whose contents foretell the future, Half-Past Dawn is a race through the borders of life and death, insanity and reason, 
and dreams and reality. In the dim light of half-past dawn, nothing is as it appears to be.

Review by J. Reason
I think Richard is my favourite author for the time being at least. This is a roller coaster of thrills, action, nicely fast paced. 
Nicely developed characters, but a little over the top as they seemed a little perfect to me. Having read some of the authors 
other books, this didn´t disappoint. Makes for a nice exciting fast read. It has nothing to do with the Michael St Pierre series 
and can be read as a stand alone.
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About the Author
Richard is a respected expert in the field of commercial and residential real estate, having served as 
the president, managing director, and owner of several large national real estate firms.
While many authors choose to write about thrills, Richard has lived his life experiencing them. He 
is a skydiver, triathlete, expert skier, scuba diver, an eratic golfer, and an extreme sport enthusiast 
who has jumped out of planes, off bridges, cliffs, and cranes with rubber bands around his ankles, 
parachutes on his back and sometimes just enjoying a hundred-foot freefall into water with nothing 
to slow his descent.
Richard combines the adrenaline rush of his life with his imagination to bring out the best in his 
characters. He finds his inspiration in the love for his wife, Virginia, and how far he would go to 
protect her; it is what helps him fill his stories with heart and hope.
http://www.richarddoetsch.com



How To Be A Good Wife
Emma Chapman

Genre: Suspense, Thriller
Blurb: Marta and Hector have been married for a long time. Through the good and bad; through raising a son and sending him 
off to life after university. So long, in fact, that Marta finds it difficult to remember her life before Hector. He has always taken 
care of her, and she has always done everything she can to be a good wife—as advised by a dog-eared manual given to her by 
Hector’s aloof mother on their wedding day.
But now, something is changing. Small things seem off. A flash of movement in the corner of her eye, elapsed moments that 
she can’t recall. Visions of a blonde girl in the darkness that only Marta can see. Perhaps she is starting to remember—or 
perhaps her mind is playing tricks on her. As Marta’s visions persist and her reality grows more disjointed, it’s unclear if the 
danger lies in the world around her, or in Marta herself. The girl is growing more real every day, and she wants something.

Review by J. Reason
Written in a similar way to The Apple Tree Yard by Louise Doughty, in the first person with little dialogue and plenty of 
description on what is going on in and around the life of Marta´s life. After many years of marriage she starts to “see” things, 
or does she, that is what the author is trying to get through to the reader, is it true of not. The marriage is not a happy one, but 
based on raising a son and looking after her husband but once her son leaves home there is little else for Marta to do as her 
only role in life is to be a good wife. The visions get more real, in a sense, but you still don´t know if they are visions and 
memories of her past or not, I was disappointed in the ending, a sad ending, surprising and a little sudden.
The book is short at only 288 pages I ploughed through is quickly.
This is the authors debut novel.
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About the Author
Emma Chapman was born in 1985 and grew up in Manchester. She studied English Literature at 
Edinburgh University, followed by a Masters in Creative Writing at Royal Holloway, University of 
London. After university, she travelled in Scandinavia, and she currently lives in Perth, Western 
Australia. How To Be A Good Wife is Emma's first novel.
http://picador.com/Authors/Emma-Chapman/ 



How Will You Remember Me?
Janine Cobain

Genre: Romance
Blurb: Are we in control of our own life, or will fate always win in the end?
When Catherine Harvey’s marriage ends in divorce, she finds solace with her best friend Jessica in Belfast. Seven years on, 
she has her material and physical needs covered, but her heart is firmly locked away.
After the death of her ex-husband, and lustful designs on a sexy stranger, Catherine feels ready to share her life with a special 
man, all she needs to do is find one.
Connor Maxwell returns to his home town, after twenty years in emotional exile, to rebuild his life after suffering a devastat-
ing loss.
As his world begins to heal, it brings him far more than he bargained for.
How many times will destiny cross their paths before it gives up?

Review by Karen Lee-Roberts (Kagsy Le Wagsy)
Successful, lovely Catherine has a wonderful lifestyle and business that she has built up from nothing except hard work, dedi-
cation and a reputation she earned along the way. Originally from the northeast of England, she accepts an invitation to Bel-
fast from her long time college friend Jessica. Catherine has everything she could wish for but is very single following the 
loss of her baby some 20 years earlier, her marriage to Jack deteriorated when Jack dealt with the loss in the bottom of a bottle 
and the arms of a barmaid.
Now Jack has died after being diagnosed with cancer. Catherine goes back to the northeast to attend Jack’s funeral. During the 
service Catherine exchanges a ‘look’ with a very appealing man, Connor Maxwell, who was clearly amused at getting an 
eyeful of Catherine’s cleavage.
After the funeral Catherine heads home to Belfast feeling very confused. She can’t shake the feelings, even during sleep. In 
the meantime Connor heads home to Belfast with his twin brother Brad’s ashes, who had shared a room in the hospice with 
Jack.
A series of events and coincidences keeps crossing Catherine and Connor’s paths without them actually being aware of it. Will 
they find each other? They are both looking for the same thing!
I received a free copy of this book from the author through a book club I am a member of in exchange for an honest review.
What a fantastic debut novel this is. I thoroughly enjoyed this book, so much so after opening it on Sunday morning it wasn’t 
out of my hands for more than a few minutes at a time until I finished it in the early hours of Monday morning. I found the 
characters believable, likeable and connected particularly with Catherine and Jessica, so strongly that the story made me cry. I 
am greedy for more …. The only criticism is that Janine could have filled 500 pages with all the details I wanted to devour …. 
that’s how much more I wanted to keep me within this story.
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About the Author
Janine Cobain was born in Teesside and lived there until moving to Belfast in 2005. A former pupil 
of Conyers School in Yarm, she was always a prolific reader, and recently rekindled her love of 
writing.
How Will You Remember Me? is her debut novel.
“I wear many hats – wife, mother, grandmother, reader, writer, friend – but underneath each, I am 
still me”
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22811897-how-will-you-remember-me?ac=1



I Am Pilgrim
Terry Hayes

Genre: Suspense,Thriller, Adventure
Blurb: Can you commit the perfect crime?
Pilgrim is the codename for a man who doesn’t exist. The adopted son of a wealthy American family, he once headed up a 
secret espionage unit for US intelligence. Before he disappeared into anonymous retirement, he wrote the definitive book on 
forensic criminal investigation.
But that book will come back to haunt him. It will help NYPD detective Ben Bradley track him down. And it will take him to 
a rundown New York hotel room where the body of a woman is found facedown in a bath of acid, her features erased, her 
teeth missing, her fingerprints gone. It is a textbook murder – and Pilgrim wrote the book.
What begins as an unusual and challenging investigation will become a terrifying race-against-time to save America from 
oblivion. Pilgrim will have to make a journey from a public beheading in Mecca to a deserted ruins on the Turkish coast via a 
Nazi death camp in Alsace and the barren wilderness of the Hindu Kush in search of the faceless man who would commit an 
appalling act of mass murder in the name of his God.
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Review by J. Reason
I read this at the end of 2013 and I am only writing a review now (in 2014) due to the fact I didn´t exactly know what to say 
about this book except this is possibly the best book of the year, wonderfully written, debut novel, full of character back-
ground, and loads of the stuff I love in a book. My only gripe would be that it is a little long, it could have been a tad shorter 
but this is a small complaint as the positives by far outweigh this. You only have to read or look at some of the other reviews 
to know that this is a great book. This is one of those book that you will need to find time to read as you won´t want to put it 
down, forget the family, work, housework, etc as this book will be in your hands until you finish it.
Give it a try if you love or even enjoy the odd thriller and I hope you won´t be disappointed. I will be looking forward to the 
second instalment and I hope it doesn´t take too long to arrive.

About the Author
Terry Hayes began his career as a journalist for The Sydney Morning Herald, when as foreign cor-
respondent in the US he covered Watergate and President Nixon's resignation, among many major 
international stories. He then went on to become a successful screenwriter, having written the 
screenplays for Mad Max 2, Dead Calm, Bangkok Hilton, Payback and From Hell. He lives in 
Sydney with his wife and four children. 
https://www.facebook.com/iampilgrimbook
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Into The Darkest Corner
Elizabeth Haynes

Genre: Psychological thriller
Blurb: When young, pretty Catherine Bailey meets Lee Brightman, she can’t believe her luck. Gorgeous, charismatic, and a 
bit mysterious, Lee seems almost too perfect to be true.
But what begins as flattering attention and spontaneous, passionate sex transforms into raging jealousy, and Catherine soon 
discovers that Lee’s dazzling blue eyes and blond good looks hide a dark, violent nature. Disturbed by his increasingly erratic, 
controlling behavior, she tries to break it off; turning to her friends for support, she’s stunned to find they don’t believe her. 
Increasingly isolated and driven into the darkest corner of her world, a desperate Catherine plans a meticulous escape.
Four years later, Lee is behind bars and Catherine—now Cathy—is trying to build a new life in a new city. Though her body 
has healed, the trauma of the past still haunts her. Then Stuart Richardson, her attractive new neighbor, moves in. Encouraging 
her to confront her fears, he sparks unexpected hope and the possibility of love and a normal life.
Until the day the phone rings . . .

Review by J. Reason
After loads of recommendations I finally got around to reading this one, and I started reading this without a clue as to what it 
is about, except that it is a psychological thriller, nothing else, so I had no idea what to expect which was great.
I thought the first 30% was very slow, and I wasn´t far from giving up, but there were many people saying how wonderful the 
novel is I kept going, and wow, I am very pleased cause from then on it got better and better and better until the last page 
when I went wow. There is a bit of a cliffhanger, I wonder if there will be a sequel.
I thought the visits to the pub and the drinking went on a little unnecessarily. I got the point quickly.

I BELIEVE YOU NOW

I had a difficult time understanding her; why not ask for help and in the earlier section I was wondering why stay with him if 
these nasty things are happening, I don´t have the answer I have never been in a situation like this but I am sure there are 
people who can relate.
It is written in two different times, jumping backwards and forwards in each chapter and it works really well, written in the 
first person, from the point of view of Cathy the whole book.
There are some moments in the book which are slightly graphic and there are moments that a rather creepy. I can relate to the 
tea thing, no one is allowed to add milk to my tea, I have to get the color right, lol
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About the Author
My name is Elizabeth Haynes and I’m a writer living in Kent, in the South East of England.
I’ve been writing stories as long as I’ve been able to write. I remember my stories being passed 
around the playground at school, who knows – somebody reading this may remember that too. You 
may have chosen to forget. I bought a second-hand electric typewriter when I was about thirteen, 
possibly from a jumble sale, more likely from the Friday-Ad. It was supposed to be portable but I 
could barely lift it. I spent many a happy rainy weekend hammering out masterpieces on it, not 
having any clear purpose in mind, it was just something I had to do.
http://www.elizabeth-haynes.com/

5 Star Review



Intrusion
Reece Hirsch

Genre: Thriller
Blurb: When a powerful client summons him for a midnight meeting, lawyer Chris Bruen knows something is very wrong. 
Zapper, the world’s most popular search engine, has been compromised, and its most valuable asset?search algorithms?stolen. 
The company suspects that this most recent in a wave of high-tech crimes originated in the China, and that the government 
itself is behind the systematic theft of US intellectual property.

Chris travels to China to search for evidence that will link the intrusion to the People’s Liberation Army. With remote assis-
tance from Zoey Doucet, the head of his firm’s computer forensics lab and his maybe-girlfriend, Chris uncovers information 
that takes him even deeper into the shadowy world of cybercrime. Now he is trapped in a foreign land with a hard drive con-
taining information that puts his life in jeopardy. In this secretive world of Big Data, Chris will risk everything to fight an 
elusive enemy as far-reaching as the Internet itself.

Review by J. Reason
I was thrilled to be awarded this on NetGalley, I love a good cyber thriller and this doesn´t disappoint. There is so much 
action, thrills, twists and turns that you won´t be able to put this down. I particularly enjoyed the part where the main charac-
ter, Chris is in China, the author does a great job of describing the different aspects covered and on loads of things to do with 
China. There are explanations of what things mean regarding technical parts of the novel.
I got to enjoy Chris and Zoey in their adventure. This is the second book featuring Chris Bruen, but I didn´t know this when I 
started reading, there is no problem though as it is a standalone. Tao was also a great character, I love a good baddie.
Love the cover and the title is apt for the book.
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About the Author
Reece Hirsch’s first book, THE INSIDER, was a finalist for the 2011 International Thriller Writers 
Award for Best First Novel. THE ADVERSARY is the first book in a new series of thrillers featur-
ing former DOJ cybercrimes prosecutor Chris Bruen, who hunts down hackers and cybercriminals 
on behalf of his clients. Both books draw upon Hirsch’s experiences as an attorney—although his 
legal work is a lot less exciting and hazardous than Bruen’s. Hirsch is a partner in the San Francisco 
office of an international law firm, specializing in privacy and data security law. He is also a 
member of the board of directors of 826 National (www.826National.org). Hirsch lives in the Bay 
Area with his wife and a small, unruly dog.
http://www.reecehirsch.com/



Irene
Pierre LaMaitre

Genre: Thriller, Mystery
Blurb: For Commandant Verhoeven life is beautiful: he is happily married, expecting his first child with the lovely Irène.
But his blissful existence is punctured by a murder of unprecedented savagery. Worse still, the press seem to have it in for him 
– his every move is headline news. When he discovers that the killer has killed before – that each murder is a homage to a 
classic crime novel – the fourth estate are quick to coin a nickname… The Novelist…
With both men in the public eye, the case develops into a personal duel, each hell-bent on outsmarting the other. There can 
only be one winner – whoever has the least to lose.

Review by J. Reason
I enjoyed this immensely, this is the first in a series of a trilogy (the first two have been translated to English so far) by the 
French author Pierre LaMaitre, the other book in the series is Alex, this was translated from the French before Irene, (a little 
odd, I know) and I read Alex first, but if I had know, before I would have read them in order an this is preferable as I knew 
stuff I didn´t want to know, but it didn´t take away any enjoyment, although for some it might.
We are introduced to Commandant Verhoeven (he is also in Alex) who is at a moment in his life where things are perfect for 
him for the time being. The Commandants character is great, just so different from your usual policeman, (at least I thought 
so)
This is a well written book, with lush descriptions, (careful here as some of them could be a little gruesome for some), plenty 
of twist and turns to keep you reading into the night.
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About the Author
Pierre Lemaitre was born in Paris in 1956. He worked for many years as a teacher of literature and 
now devotes his time to writing novels and screenplays.

Frank Wynne is a translator from French and Spanish. His translations include works by Michel 
Houellebecq and Marcelo Figueras’s IFFP-shortlisted Kamchatka.
http://www.pierrelemaitre.com



Lethal Code
Thomas Waite

Genre:  Cyber Techno, Thriller
Blurb: America’s worst nightmare has come true: a “cyberPearl Harbor” attack by unknown terrorists has crippled the nation’s 
power grid and brought the land of the free to its knees. As widespread panic and violence ravage the country, its ruthless 
captors issue their ultimatums and vow an apocalyptic reckoning.
A defenseless nation scrambles to fight an invisible invasion. Chief among America’s last line of defense is Lana Elkins, head 
of a major cyber-security company and former top NSA operative who returns to her roots to spearhead the Agency’s frantic 
efforts to combat the enemy’s onslaught on its own terms. While she and her superiors take action to infiltrate a terrorist 
hotbed overseas, much closer to home ruthless jihadists with a nuclear bomb hijack a busload of schoolchildren, including 
Lana’s daughter, and race toward a rendezvous with Armageddon in America’s greatest city.
With “Lethal Code,” Thomas Waite raises the international techno-thriller to dangerously exciting levels, introducing a valiant 
new action heroine, and initiating a series that brings a harrowing new edge of realism to sensational speculative fiction.

Review by J. Reason
I recently read Thomas Waite debut novel, terminal Value and it was good enough for me to read his second book Lethal 
Code. This second book was so much better, way better, in fact I rate it once of my best fast paced thrillers so far this year. I 
love the genre also, techothriller.

“Then the explosions began”

It starts off with a bang and it just doesn´t stop, there are few characters in it really which is another thing I enjoy. OK you 
need to remember it is only a novel and go with the flow sort of thing, it is a little farfetched in places but very good all the 
same, full of thrills, just don´t expect reality. I found it hard to put down and read it quickly. I enjoyed the characters and the 
international travel to Saudi Arabia and Yemen.
If you want a book with loads of facts then don´t read this, as I mentioned earlier there is little reality here, you could almost 
say this is science fiction. Great title and cover to go with it. I will be looking out for more of his books in the future.
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About the Author
Thomas Waite is a best-selling author of cyber-thrillers. His debut novel, TERMINAL VALUE, was 
critically praised (one critic wrote "I believe with time he will become the John Grisham of the 
murderous technology novels.") and reached #1 at Amazon. His latest novel, LETHAL CODE, tells 
the shocking and frighteningly possible story of a massive, anonymous cyber-attack on the United 
States by an unknown enemy—and the unforgettable men, women, and children who fight back 
against the invisible invasion.
Tom was born in the seaside town of Ipswich, Massachusetts, once home to the authorsJohn Updike 
(who was a patient of his Dad, which enabled Tom to build a nice collection of signed first edition 
novels), Adele Robertson, John Norton, and the poet Anne Bradstreet. Perhaps it was the history of 
the town, but from an early age Tom developed a love of writing and left Ipswich to earn his degree 

in English Literature at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. There he focused on creative writing and was selected by the 
English Department to participate in an international study program at the University of Oxford.
http://thomaswaite.com/



Line of Succession
The Price of Power

Michael Vandor

Genre: Political Thriller
Blurb: Charismatic Vice President of the United States Kathleen Canfield has made history through her election. Beautiful, 
full of vigor and wit, she has been anointed by the media as “the female JFK”. However, as events propel her to the edge of 
the presidency, elements in the government set in motion plans to ensure that she never reaches the Oval Office.
Canfield’s journey will ultimately take her to the White House during a time of world crisis (the Balkan conflict), where she 
will battle forces within her own administration and government to lead a nation from the brink of war. The price she must 
pay for the power of the presidency will be the life of her very own son.
Stylishly written, this political thriller delivers a unique flavor that crosses lines between Tom Clancy and Danielle Steele. 
Opening with an assassination attempt on the Vice President, the story is fast paced, steaming downhill from cover to cover.

Review by J. Reason
I was attracted to the book from the title and the description., this is a well written account of a political family during the 
Balkan war. There is loads going on in the book, politics, back stabbing, family problems, international travel, blackmail and 
much, much more. I enjoyed the book entirely, there is all of the character development that I enjoyed with plenty of back-
ground on each character in the Canfield family, who are the main characters, there is Kathleen Canfield a senator who 
becomes the first female Vice President in the United States, her husband, Mark Canfield a plastic surgeon, Bill Canfield, a 
pilot in the US Navy and Chrissie Canfield, the younger daughter who is going through some difficult teenage years. The 
characters were believable and you got to know and care about them.
It is very well written with various changes in pace, from the emotional moments within the family to the conflict in the Bal-
kans where there are wonderful descriptions of battles and war. My favourite part was the description of the conflict in the 
Balkans with Bill and Mark being the main characters in this section. This whole book was a nice easy read, nothing too 
difficult during the political parts and nicely paced. There are plenty of twists and turns and they surprised me, they were that 
good they caught me off guard.
The author has done a great job writing this book, it is his debut novel. I would most definitely read a sequel if there was one. 
One of the most annoying thing though was the president accent, it was frustrating to read as it was written the way it was 
spoken, but this is just a minor complaint.
recommended to all readers who enjoy a good political thriller, I hope to see more from this author soon.
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About the Author
Michael Vandor is the author of Line of Succession - The Price of Power, a political thriller cover-
ing the rise of U.S. Senator Kathleen Canfield to the White House during a time of world crisis.
Michael is a former political aide with experience at all levels of government, federal, state, county, 
and municipal. He brings his insight from those experiences to his writing. During his research for 
Line of Succession, Michael travelled to the Balkans during the ethnic war there, and this book 
reflects much of what he saw and experienced during his visit.
Michael lives in Carlsbad, California with his wife Lina, and daughter Marie. Line of Succession is 
his first novel.
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7802075.Michael_Vandor



Look Behind You
Sibel Hodge

Genre: Psychological Thriller, Suspense
Blurb: Chloe Benson wakes up kidnapped and bound in an underground tomb with no memory of how she got there.
She escapes through deserted woods with her life, but no one believes her story.
And when she suspects her husband is lying to her, Chloe is forced to retrace her past, following in her own footsteps to find 
the truth and stay alive.
But who is following Chloe?
Look Behind You. You never know who’s out there. 

Review by J. Reason
It starts out with a bang and you then get right into the book, not wanting to even put it down, this is one of those books that 
will make you forget work, family, etc. Also as it is not a long novel you will probably finish it in one or two sittings.
This is the only book I have read from this author so far, I will be looking out for more soon if she writes more of this genre.
The book is written in the first person, from Chloe´s point of view. This is a nonstop who can you trust book, I thought I had it 
right at one point but then again, no, I was wrong.
Not sure why so many are comparing to Gone Girl, I didn´t see much resemblance personally.
This is a top notch book, but there are parts that aren´t exactly new in the psychological thriller genre. I can recommend this to 
all who enjoy a good thriller. 
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About the Author
Sibel Hodge is the author of No. 1 Bestseller Look Behind You. Her Amber Fox Mysteries and 
romantic comedies Fourteen Days Later and The Baby Trap are International Bestsellers on 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and iTunes. She writes an eclectic mix of genres, and in her spare time, 
she’s Wonder Woman!
Her work has been shortlisted for the Harry Bowling Prize 2008, Highly Commended by the Yeovil 
Literary Prize 2009, Runner Up in the Chapter One Promotions Novel Comp 2009, nominated Best 
Novel with Romantic Elements in 2010 by The Romance Reviews, Runner Up in the Best Indie 
Books of 2012 by Indie Book Bargains, Winner of Best Children's Book by eFestival of Words 
2013, and Winner of Crime, Thrillers & Mystery | Book from a series in the SpaSpa Book Awards 
2013. Her novella Trafficked: The Diary of a Sex Slave has been listed as one of the Top 40 Books 

About Human Rights by Accredited Online Colleges.
http://www.sibelhodge.com 



Malicious
James Raven

Genre: Psychological Thriller
Blurb: “Cover up your webcams…or suffer the consequences.”

He calls himself the Slave Master. He spies on women through their computer webcams.
Then he blackmails those who unknowingly reveal their secrets to him.
His last victim was brutally murdered. Now he’s targeting the cop in charge of the investigation. To him she’s the perfect prey 
– because she has secrets of her own.

About the Book
File Size: 826 KB
Print Length: 227 pages
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Publisher: Global House Publishing (January 14, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00GR4XFPU

Review by J. Reason
An explosive psychological thriller that could really hit home. Robyn Tate is a middle-aged police detective who lives on her 
own and has an addiction to online porn. But what she doesn´t know is that there is someone watching what she does while 
watching the porn, until she receives an email with an attachment. Then her life turns upside down as she tries to figure out 
what to do while she and her work partner are also trying to solve a murder.
Wow, this book completely blew me away; I loved it. I was hooked from page one. I read the book in two sittings and I was 
enthralled by it, the darkness behind it and the reality that is probably happening out there. The author also covers some real 
issues of lack of self esteem that are also very real for loads and loads of women in the real world.
I loved the way it was written, in the first person from Robyn´s point of view, very cleverly done, and with some parts in the 
third person from the hacker’s side. I also was surprised with the ending, as I hadn´t caught on as to who did it; nicely done, 
although I would have liked a longer book. I liked that there were only a few characters; this way I didn’t get confused with 
who is who.
There wasn’t a best part; it was all very good indeed, very well written and well edited. The author gives well explained 
details of how easy it is to hack computers and it seems to have been well researched. It is a little scary to understand how 
easy it is for someone with basic technical knowledge to do this.
I can highly recommend this book to anyone who enjoys a good psychological thriller with a dark side, one that has been well 
written and well researched.

About the Author
James Raven has been a journalist for most of his working life. After reporting for local, regional 
and national newspapers he moved into television as a news scriptwriter. He then worked his way 
up to become Director of a UK News Division. He now runs his own TV production company. 
James spends much of his time writing and travelling. He is also an accomplished magician.
He is the author of a number of books including After the Execution, Malicious, Rollover, Stark 
Warning, Urban Myth, Red Blitz and Arctic Blood.
http://www.james-raven.com/ 
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Mother, Mother
Koren Zailckas

Genre: Psychological Thriller 
Blurb: Josephine Hurst has her family under control. With two beautiful daughters, a brilliantly intelligent son, a tech-guru of 
a husband and a historical landmark home, her life is picture perfect. She has everything she wants; all she has to do is keep it 
that way. But living in this matriarch’s determinedly cheerful, yet subtly controlling domain hasn’t been easy for her family, 
and when her oldest daughter, Rose, runs off with a mysterious boyfriend, Josephine tightens her grip, gradually turning her 
flawless home into a darker sort of prison.
Resentful of her sister’s newfound freedom, Violet turns to eastern philosophy, hallucinogenic drugs, and extreme fasting, 
eventually landing herself in the psych ward. Meanwhile, her brother Will shrinks further into a world of self-doubt. Recently 
diagnosed with Aspergers and epilepsy, he’s separated from the other kids around town and is homeschooled to ensure his 
safety. Their father, Douglas, finds resolve in the bottom of the bottle—an addict craving his own chance to escape. Josephine 
struggles to maintain the family’s impeccable façade, but when a violent incident leads to a visit from child protective 
services, the truth about the Hursts might finally be revealed.

Review by J. Reason
Well the title tells you what the novel is about, a mother, written from the point of view of her two children, Will and Violet. 
This is a very dark and disturbing book, makes you think you had the perfect childhood after reading this. The cover is also a 
little disturbing.
So what is it all about, well, a family with problems basically, but that is nothing compared with what the truth is. It jumps 
from child to child, going through the day to day stuff from their point of view. Will is 12 and Violet 16. I didn´t enjoy any of 
the characters in the book, and most of all I really disliked the father, Douglas, what a tosser.
The books goes on day to day over a week or so and slowly, very slowly reveals more and more stuff, until when Violet get 
released from the mental hospital things get faster and it gets interesting, but then you have the ending and wow what an 
ending. I didn´t see that coming, but then when I don´t see it coming I enjoy it even more
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About the Author
KOREN ZAILCKAS is an internationally bestselling writer, and has contributed to The Guardian, 
U.S. News & World Report, Glamour, Jane, and Seventeen magazine. She currently lives with her 
family in the Catskills mountains of New York.
http://korenzailckas.com/



My Husband´s Sin
Mary T. Bradford

Genre:  Literature, Contemporary
Blurb: In the weeks following Lillian Taylor’s burial, her four loving adult children assemble for the reading of her will. For 
the grieving youngest sibling, Lacey, life is about to come crashing down as a deep secret is revealed. The fall-out affects 
every member and they struggle to regain the happy family unit they once shared. Each of the siblings, take the reader on a 
journey as they try to come to terms and learn to handle this huge revelation.

Review by J. Reason
I was already hooked by chapter 2. It was a tense beginning, with shocking revelations. This is a cracking book with loads of 
family secrets, makes you wonder if your own family has any and what you or your siblings would do in similar circumstanc-
es. Would you know them after something like this? I enjoyed all the characters, although not so much Willow, she seemed a 
little immature. I loved the solicitor, Philip Sherman. The siblings are well described by the author, all such different people 
with different ideas, well thought out. There are a number of twists, turns and surprises which kept me going so much that I 
read it in one sitting, but at only 243 pages it isn´t hard to do.
It changes seamlessly between characters POV, going from each of the siblings in equal amounts, more or less. This is the 
authors first full length novel. Recommended.
Thank you to the author for a free copy in exchange for an honest review.
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About the Author
I have been writing for a number of years and I have enjoyed publication of my short stories in 
various publications and anthologies.
My first novel, My Husband’s Sin, was published this year with Tirgearr Publishing, as an e-book 
and is available from Amazon and Tirgearr.
My first collection of short stories, A Baker’s Dozen is also available in print and ebook format. I 
am presently writing my second novel.
I have also completed a western novella, The Runaway, which is due for publication with Writers of 
the West shortly.
This year saw me delve into playwrighting and have been fortunate to see my work both shortlisted 
and performed. http://marytbradford-author.blogspot.ie/



No Stranger To Death
Janet O´Kane

Genre: Cozy Mystery
Blurb: A Scottish village. A burning corpse. Some very dark secrets.
Recently-widowed Dr Zoe Moreland moves to the Scottish Borders for a fresh start among strangers unaware of her tragic 
past. However, her hopes of a quiet life are dashed when she finds the grisly remains of a body in the village’s Guy Fawkes 
bonfire and gets caught up in the resulting murder investigation.
Then someone else dies unexpectedly and Zoe herself narrowly escapes death. Determined not to become the killer’s next 
victim, she digs beneath the tranquil surface of the close knit community to find out who is committing these horrible acts. 
And discovers that some secrets can be deadly.

Review by J. Reason
I was attracted to the title and the cover, two very important things to me, first get my attention, then I will read the blurb, I 
wasn’t sure if I wanted to read this or not, and after some thought requested it as a free copy in exchange for an honest review 
and I am glad. This is a cozy murder mystery set on the Scottish borders, in a small town where everyone knows everyone and 
their business and when the local Dr. (Zoe) finds a body she is suddenly the centre of attention. Zoe is a great character, with a 
past, and that is the reason she is now in a small town in Scotland, her best friend, Mac, her dog is a huge part of the book, 
which I enjoyed, I can relate to the things Zoe and Mac do together. My worst character was Neil, a very irritating person, Zoe 
has much more patience than I would have
i wasn’t sure what to expect when I started this, but i enjoyed it. Details, descriptions, relationships, murder,mystery, 
secrets.What a surprising ending, I didn’t see that coming,
The author also writes occasionally in a scottish accent, which add to the characters in the book and at 363 pages long you can 
get your teeth into it.
This is the first in a series. Debut from indie published author. 
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About the Author
Janet O’Kane went straight from Enid Blyton to what her Mum liked reading: crime novels. And 
despite occasional dalliances with other types of fiction, that’s where she has happily stayed.
Her career before turning to writing full-time included selling underpants to Roger Moore in Har-
rods and marketing nappies for Boots the Chemist. It was when she helped run a GP surgery that 
she decided a doctor would make an excellent main character for a series of crime novels.
Janet lives in the Scottish Borders with her stonemason husband and two cats, two dogs and far too 
many chickens. She is now working on the sequel to No Stranger to Deathand learning to tap-dance.
http://www.janetokane.blogpot.co.uk/



Pop Goes The Weasel
M. J. Arlidge

Genre: Thriller
Blurb: DI Helen Grace returns in Pop Goes the Weasel, the electrifying new thriller from M. J. Arlidge.
The body of a middle-aged man is discovered in Southampton’s red-light district – horrifically mutilated, with his heart 
removed.
Hours later – and barely cold – the heart arrives with his wife and children by courier.
A pattern emerges when another male victim is found dead and eviscerated, his heart delivered soon afterwards.
The media call it Jack the Ripper in reverse; revenge against the men who lead sordid double lives visiting prostitutes. For 
Grace, only one thing is certain: there’s a vicious serial-killer at large who must be halted at all costs .

Review by J. Reason
This is the second of the series with DI Helen Grace, after the fantastic debut novel Eeny Meeny this is almost as good, the 
same writing, the same characters, and Eeny Meeny was one of my favourite books so far this year. This also has some grue-
some parts and descriptions. We learn more about Helen Grace (she is a little more human in this book) and her past, along 
with other main characters.
The short chapters are great but I did get confused with so many new names and some of them were only in the book for short 
time. This is a great book for one more chapter, it will pull you in and you won´t want to put it down.

“The fog crept in from the sea, suffocating the city. It descended like an invading army, consuming landmarks, choking 
out the moonlight, rendering Southampton a strange and unnerving place.”

Overall this is a great second book, but it is not as good as the first, and more important is that you need to read Eeny Meeny 
first as the second does talk loads about stuff that happened in the first one.
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About the Author
M.J. Arlidge has worked in television for the last 15 years, specialising in high end drama produc-
tion. Arlidge has produced a number of prime-time crime serials for ITV In the last five years, and 
is currently working on a major adaptation of The Last of the Mohicans for the BBC.
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7068319.M_J_Arlidge



Rain Girl
Gabi Reslehner

Genre: Crime, Murder, Mystery, Detective
Blurb: Veteran homicide detective Franza Oberwieser prefers her job in the winter. Summer is for growing, not for dying. So 
when the body of a beautiful young woman is found on the autobahn, dressed in a glittering party dress and bathed in June 
rain, Franza is determined to give her justice.
Revealing victims’ hidden lives is part of the job, but as Franza and her partner, Felix, peel back the layers shrouding the girl’s 
disturbing past, darker mysteries emerge. Everyone has something to hide—even Franza, who must face her own secrets to 
reveal the truth.

Review by J. Reason
A short but sweet read, ok nothing really to write home about but I did enjoy it. It is all about a murder mystery, with the two 
detectives as main characters who are quite different with different lifestyles and backgrounds but they get on really well as 
partners. Franza has more exposure in the book than Felix, but I enjoyed them both equally. The author covers not just the 
murder mystery part but backgrounds of Franza and Felix, their current lives and difficulties they face. This style of writing 
made them both real people for me. The two have a great work relationship also. There are a mixture of chapters, some from 
the detectives point of view and some, much shorter from another person’s point of view that isn´t always clear who he or she 
is. The author slowly reveals the truth, giving out clues bit by bit.
I enjoyed it overall, especially the personal parts with the detectives, it would have been nice to have a little bit more personal 
life of Felix though.
The cover and title are both suitable. I will be looking out for more books by this author.
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About the Author
Award-winning writer Gabi Kreslehner lives and works in her hometown of Ottensheim, Austria, 
located on the shores of the Danube. As a young girl, she became interested in writing and theater. 
Later she received a teaching degree. She now works as a teacher and is involved in student theater.
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Rise of Indicium
Matthew Keith

Genre: YA
Blurb: Paul Bennett is a Walker—someone who can walk the night in their dreams free of their body—and a member of 
Astralis, an agency funded by the UN that uses Walkers to gather intelligence.
A rogue Walker from Astralis attempted to take over the agency six months previous, but failed in his attempt. Now, he has 
formed his own agency and declared war on Astralis, stopping at nothing to gain control of every Walker in the world.

About the Book
File Size: 2270 KB
Print Length: 236 pages
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00FQUUW34

Review by J. Reason
This is the second book in the Watchers series, and you really need to read them in order or the second won´t make much 
sense. If you have read the first one, there is enough background to help you remember what happened with out it being too 
much.
This second book starts off 6 months after the first book finished, there have been some changes at Astralis due to what hap-
pened at the end of the first one.
Some of main characters of the first book are there, with Paul being the star, they have all matured a fair amount having some 
more experience at the jobs they are undertaking and what has happened in the past.
There is action, mystery, adventure for these young, and in cases, not so young people, they are taken on an adventure against 
their counterparts, who aren´t exactly acting for the good of mankind.
I was touched by the mention of the old couple in the beginning and of the old man opening and holding the door for his wife, 
it shows the compasion of the author.
Well worth reading if you have read the first book.

About the Author
I’ve never taken too much too seriously.
Well—no. That’s not true. I take a lot seriously, but probably not the things I should.
I’m a cynical guy. At least that what I’ve been told many times over, and I’m sure it shows through 
in my writing. I suppose my reply to that can only be, “Whatever.”
I love a good story. I on’t care how I come by it—through a book, a movie, a song, told by a friend. 
My father instilled that in me. It’s a strong, shared link we’ve always had. As a result, I wanted to 
be a writer my whole life. Just took me forty years to finally sit down and get to it. It’s hard work, 
and not as glamorous as I thought it would be. Time consuming… so very time consuming. And I 
get a lot of sideways glances from the people who’ve read my work.
So be it. I still love it.
I’m an amateur (very amateur) musician, and businessman. In my spare time I do advertising, pay-

roll, HR, cost analysis, training, and whatever else is thrown my way for a pizza franchise. Actually, that’s a lie on two 
fronts—that’s my main job, and I have no spare time. Get all your friends to buy my books and maybe together we’ll be able 
to make those lies come true.
http://www.matthewkeith.net 
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Rising Threat
Roger T. Smith

Genre: Suspense,Techno Thriller
Blurb: Adam Alexander has copied a document that will cost him his life. Ten years later his son, Dane, discovers the copied 
manuscript and uncovers a highly secretive and well-planned military offense against the United States in the intensely sus-
penseful, high-tech thriller, RISING THREAT

About the Book
File Size: 1910 KB
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Publisher: Roger T Smith; 1 edition (November 12, 2013)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00GN279J4

Review by J. Reason
It certainly starts with a kick and makes you ask questions that are later answered but from there on, I struggled a little until 
around the ten percent, there were loads of characters introduced and I found it difficult to keep up. Also the formatting wasn’t 
all that good; this made me want to give up a couple of times, but once I got over it, I found the book to be thrilling.
Dane Alexander is the main character and after he is introduced there are some basic character development to help under-
stand his background. I enjoyed the Dane Alexander character the best of all; he was refreshing. The childhood he has had 
helped him make some of the decisions he makes during the book.
The downside to the whole novel is that it is not a new idea, but put that to one side and you have a solid book. There are 
plenty of twists and turns, adventure and thrills which will keep you reading into the night. The plot is engaging and it gets the 
reader asking questions about what is right and wrong within large companies. The plot could be something that is actually 
happening in some part of the world.
The part where Dane dismantles the plane engine was great, although, I thought it would be hard to do so in the time frame 
written, but after all it is only a book.
I couldn´t warm up to the Rick Wrights character; cold and a little in-human, he comes across as a person locked into a life he 
isn´t enjoying with no way of it getting better. The author has described this character well.
The ending was even more fast paced than the rest of the book, tying thing up nicely. The title is very apt and suitable and the 
cover could be a little better. This is an interesting suspense techno-thriller.
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Author Interview
Layton Green

I had the pleasure of interviewing indie author Layton Green for the release of his latest Dominic Grey novel, The Diabolist, 
the third in the series. I have read and reviewed all of his books, The Summoner, The Egyptian, The Diabolist and The Metaxy 
Project. 

These three books,  were my big surprise in 2013, I read The Summoner and The Egyptian back to back, and was completely 
thrilled with them, they are two of my favourite books I have read to far of 2013, i read The Metaxy Project in 2014. (See 
page XXX for my review)

The Diabolist is the third in a series of Dominic Grey, will there be any more book in the future with Dominic as a main char-
acter?

I plan to write Dominic Grey novels for a very, very long time.

What are you writing at the moment?

I just finished an urban fantasy, and am now working on the fourth Dominic Grey novel.

You write about religion and cults, all thing spiritual and supernatural.  Where did it all come from? What inspired you to 
write these books with this topic?

 I have a very strong interest in religion, the occult, and everything in between and beyond. I especially love those hidden 
nooks and crannies endemic to religion and the occult, those shadowy areas that stir the imagination.

 Which of the three Dominic Grey books is your favourite and why?

Sorry, I can’t pick one! They’re all like children, and each is my favorite in a different way.

 You travel a fair amount, what is your favourite country?

Another unfair question . . . I’m one of those travelers that like pretty much anyplace I haven’t been before. But some of the 
countries I return to are England, 

http://laytongreen.com 
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Secret
Dale Furse

Genre: YA, Fantasy
Blurb: Who was responsible for the extinction of the wexkians?
In the sequel to Curse, book 1 of the Wexkia trilogy, Nell embarks on a double quest: to find the missing pages of the Book of 
Wexkia and to locate the incarcerated Shahs – a wexkian just like her. With faithful friends in tow and surrounded by unseen 
enemies, she travels to the worlds of Corl, Linque and Gramlax where she hopes to find the answers to her endless questions.
But as Nell learns to control her growing powers, who can she trust? Will the risks she takes to unlock the secret of her race’s 
origins and expose the true adversary lead to war?
Using her vivid imagination, author Dale Furse, once again transports us to a world of bizarre beings and fantastic scenery, as 
we join Nell and her friends on their alien adventure. 

About the Book
File Size: 2729 KB
Print Length: 210 pages
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Publisher: DCFBooks (January 16, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00HEWXWFC

Review by J. Reason
This is the second book in the series, there is a nice section at the beginning with reminders of what happened in the first 
book. The same characters appear again, there are also some new ones and also some new places that Nell visits and learns 
about.
The descriptions of the other worlds are vivid and imaginative, very enjoyable indeed. The book is easy to read, aimed at a 
young adult market with loads of fantasy going on. A bit of science fiction, fantasy and YA all mixed in together.
I actually enjoyed this second book more than the first, I thought there was more depth to it, it was full of excitement and 
thrills wanting you to keep reading.
I can recommend this book but you need to read them in order. The author has done a good job on the title and the cover.

About the Author
Dale Furse lives in North Queensland, Australia with her husband and sometimes-demented, 
three-legged dog, Zeus.
After finding studying her Bachelor of Business degree with a major in accounting at the University 
of Southern Queensland, Toowoomba campus, not to her liking, she pursued her interests in cre-
ative outlets. She played guitar, wrote and performed songs in the band, Eclipse, for several years 
working in pubs and clubs throughout North and West Queensland before joining the Charters 
Towers amateur theatre, Towers Players, where she gained lead roles in plays, directed and of 
course, helped with the sets.
She has been writing novels, short stories, plays, songs and poems for over thirty years and still 
enjoys her journeys to unknown places and meeting unheard-of peoples.

Her Science Fiction/Fantasy (heavy on the fantasy) novel, Curse of Wexkia is her first foray as an Indie writer/publisher. 
Secret of Wexkia will be available in the near future.
She enjoys the Australian bush and is working at improving her photography and gardening skills.
http://dalefurse.wordpress.com/ 
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Secret Son
Laila Lalami

Genre: Contemporary, Cultural
Blurb: Raised by his mother in a one-room house in the slums of Casablanca, Youssef  El Mekki has always had big dreams of 
living another life in another world. Suddenly his dreams are within reach when he discovers that his father—whom he’d been 
led to believe was dead—is very much alive. A wealthy businessman, he seems eager to give his son a new start. Youssef 
leaves his mother behind to live a life of luxury, until a reversal of fortune sends him back to the streets and his childhood 
friends. Trapped once again by his class and painfully aware of the limitations of his prospects, he becomes easy prey for a 
fringe Islamic group.
In the spirit of The Inheritance of Loss and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Laila Lalami’s debut novel looks at the struggle for 
identity, the need for love and family, and the desperation that grips ordinary lives in a world divided by class, politics, and 
religion.

Review by J. Reason
Not the best book I have read and far from the worst. It didn´t stand out much. What I did enjoy was the setting. Morocco is 
somewhere I have never been but would like to go so it gives a change of scenery from most of the books based in USA. The 
story is all about one young man and his background, his difficulties with life as he has just found out that is father is alive, 
rather than dead as his mother has told him over the years. The young man comes from a poor neighbourhood and on meeting 
his father the world opens up to him. It´s all about growing up, studying, family, life values, making the right decisions. Etc. 
There is a lot about the political and social times in Morocco. I am glad I read it, it is short so I finished it in a couple of days, 
but it is not one to write home about.
I am not sure the title is appropriate as the Youssef isn´t a secret, his father has no idea he is exists, until Youssef goes and 
presents himself in his office.
Anyone interested in social, political, Morocco, growing up will enjoy this, it wasn´t for me but I did finish it.
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About the Author
Laila Lalami was born and raised in Morocco. She attended Université Mohammed-V in Rabat, 
University College in London, and the University of Southern California, where she earned a Ph.D. 
in linguistics. She is the author of the short story collection Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits, 
which was a finalist for the Oregon Book Award, and the novel Secret Son, which was on the 
Orange Prize longlist. Her essays and opinion pieces have appeared in Newsweek, the Los Angeles 
Times, the Washington Post, The Nation, the Guardian, the New York Times, and in numerous 
anthologies. Her work has been translated into ten languages. She is the recipient of a British Coun-
cil Fellowship, a Fulbright Fellowship, and a Lannan Foundation Residency Fellowship and is 
currently an associate professor of creative writing at the University of California at Riverside. Her 
new novel, The Moor’s Account, will be published by Pantheon in 2014.

http://www.lailalalami.com/



The Shadow Of The Wind
Carlos Ruiz Zafón

Genre: Historical Fiction, Cultural
Blurb: Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, and Daniel, an antiquarian book deal-
er’s son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds solace in a mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the Wind, by one Julián 
Carax. But when he sets out to find the author’s other works, he makes a shocking discovery: someone has been systematical-
ly destroying every copy of every book Carax has written. In fact, Daniel may have the last of Carax’s books in existence. 
Soon Daniel’s seemingly innocent quest opens a door into one of Barcelona’s darkest secrets–an epic story of murder, mad-
ness, and doomed love.

Review by J. Reason
This is one of the few books I have reread, there are so many out there on the market to take the time to reread, but this is one 
of those few worth it.
This is such a delightful book, so well written, so many detailed descriptions throughout and well researched. The characters 
are loveable as you follow through their life during a number of years. You understand them and get to know them well. I 
enjoyed the “following” of Julián Carax, it didn´t surprise me, ( not that I remembered it from my first read) but I did figure 
out a few things.
There are a few twists and turns throughout, nothing like a brilliant thriller or suspense novel, this is a historical fiction novel, 
with loads of other genres in it, mystery, romance, murder intrigue. etc Brilliant.
The setting, Barcelona, from 1945 onwards is just so descriptive; I can see the streets, the houses, shops, etc. The whole book 
is magical. I would also enjoy this as a film to see what the director´s view on all the detail would be. This is a book that 
needs to be read and savoured.
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About the Author
Carlos Ruiz Zafón is a Spanish novelist. Born in Barcelona in 1964, he has lived in Los Angeles, 
United States, since 1994, and works as a scriptwriter aside from writing novels.
His first novel, El príncipe de la niebla (The Prince of Mist, 1993), earned the Edebé literary prize 
for young adult fiction. He is also the author of three more young-adult novels, El palacio de la 
medianoche (1994), Las luces de septiembre (1995) and Marina (1999).
In 2001 he published the novel La sombra del viento ("The Shadow of the Wind"), his first "adult" 
novel, which has sold millions of copies worldwide. Since its publication, La sombra del viento has 
garnered critical acclaim around the world and has won numerous international awards. Ruiz Zaf-
ón's works have been published in more than 40 countries and have been translated into more than 
30 languages.

http://www.carlosruizzafon.com/ 



Someone To Watch Over Me
Madeleine Reiss

Genre: Chick Lit, Contemporary
Blurb: A haunting and compelling debut novel that will appeal to readers who loved Sister by Rosamund Lupton and Before I 
Go to Sleep by SJ Watson.
She closed her eyes and he was gone – who is watching him now?
When Carrie’s five-year old son, Charlie, disappeared on a Norfolk beach, her world was destroyed. Now, three years on, her 
marriage crushed by grief and the uncertainty around Charlie’s fate, Carrie keeps herself distracted by running a local gift 
shop. Persuaded by her mother to visit a medium, Carrie is initially sceptical, but is blown away when he appears to reveal 
something about Charlie’s disappearance; something that nobody could ever have known except herself.
Single mum, Molly, is worried about her young son, Max. Naturally a sensitive child, Max has been having more of his little 
‘accidents’ at school and has recently starting talking again to his imaginary friend.
Reluctant to tell his teachers, Molly knows that Max’s problems stem from his very real anxieties about his father – a violent 
and unstable man – who they are now in hiding from.
Carrie is desperate to learn the truth about Charlie’s disappearance and Molly is will do anything to protect Max from danger. 
Little do the women know that their worlds are about to converge – and both of them will have to face the thing they fear the 
most. But will the truth destroy them or will love be their saviour?

Review by J. Reason
Oh what a heart wrenching book, but I loved it, this is a superbly written book but the subject is gutting. You need to get over 
that or the book might be too hard to read. The descriptions of the area it takes place are wonderful, I could see them and I 
now want to visit. I know I would like this book from the very beginning.  There are some very emotional moments, some 
funny moments and some scary moments. I loved Trove, I could even see it in my mind.

” She closed her eyes and he was gone,
who is watching him now?”

There are two separate stories and at first I was unsure how they linked together, apart from the beach scene at the beginning, 
once I did things ran along smoothly with both stories until they linked together.
I loved all the characters, well Rupert not so much, actually not at all, but he is a big part of the story also.
Jen´s boyfriend was a little useless, why include him in the novel when he didn´t really play a part in the main storyline.
Carrie´s mum might bring some nightmare´s to some who are in the same situation. Lol but in a good way of course.
It is a chick lit book for the beach or at least sitting in the garden and relaxing. This is just a stunning debut novel, not usually 
in my line of genres that I enjoy but in this case Madeleine really hit the spot.
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About the Author
Born in Athens, Madeleine moved to Cambridge when she was 11 and is from a literary family. Her 
father is the late Booker Prize winner Barry Unsworth and her two sisters are also writers: Tania’s 
children’s book is due to be published in January 2014, while Thomasina, who is a drama teacher, 
has published a textbook.
An experienced writer, Madeline’s years’ as a journalist for women’s magazines and newspapers 
meant she had written about a range of subjects from hair removal and ways to pep up your sex life, 
to divorce and bereavement, but she had never attempted a book. But with her mum’s persistence, 
Madeleine completed the three chapters in time for the May 2011 deadline.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Madeleine-Reiss/421554984601815



Spy for Hire
Dan Mayland

Genre: Spy, Thriller
Blurb: A kidnapped orphan triggers an intelligence war in the Middle East, catapulting top-spy Mark Sava into a desperate 
race against friend and foe alike.
Azerbaijan didn’t want him. And now Kyrgyzstan may not be able to handle Mark Sava either. The ex–CIA station chief has 
settled into a new, easy life as a spy for hire. But then his girlfriend, Daria, discovers the private intelligence agency employ-
ing Sava is connected to a strange plot involving a mysterious orphan.
As Saudi intelligence agents and the CIA seek out the boy for their own ends, Sava and Daria call on old friend and ex–Navy 
SEAL John Decker to protect the child while they dig for the truth. Soon Sava has a front-row seat to a black ops war between 
the CIA, US Naval Intelligence, and foreign forces—and the boy is somehow the key to victory. Sava just wants to find the 
child a good home, but can he do so before his own broken past proves his undoing?

About the Book
File Size: 3297 KB
Print Length: 292 pages
Publisher: Thomas & Mercer (February 18, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00DOKCKQU

Review by J. Reason
I thought this was the best of the three books so far, there is loads of information on the background of the main character 
Mark Sava, his history, bits on his childhood etc. for people who have read the previous two books (The Colonel´s Mistake & 
The Leveling) it will really bring to him life. The book continues with a couple of the same characters Daria Buckingham and 
John Decker. Although this is the third in the series there is enough information for the reader to understand what is going on 
without reading the previous two but if you can read them in order you will have a better experience.
There is an element of emotion in this one, there is a little two-year old involved, who has been kidnapped from his home, and 
it all gets complicated, with the CIA and Saudi´s getting in the way, Mark, of course has to help sort things out, along with the 
help of Daria and John. John who seems such a tough guy shows a little tenderness.
It is a great area to place a spy novel, I loved to read about the area, the corruption, and all the other things that go on in the 
book. Dan has a wonderful knowledge of the area and does a good job explaining things in the book. Mark visits Bahrain in 
the book and again there is plenty of knowledge of the small country.
I found myself looking up narde and how to play, it seems an interesting game.
I love the maps in the beginning of the book, gives me some idea of the area. But for more information I recommend click this 
link for loads of extras to help get to know the characters 

About the Author
Dan Mayland is the author of The Colonel’s Mistake, The Leveling, and Spy For Hire, the first 
three novels in the Mark Sava spy-thriller series. The novels are set in and around Iran and the 
greater Caspian region, a volatile corner of the world that Mayland has studied extensively. Some of 
Mayland's thoughts on contemporary Iranian politics can be found here. Sign this guestbook to 
receive email updates about his books.
Before starting the Sava series, Mayland graduated from Dartmouth College and founded Mayland 
Real Estate. He lives in Pennsylvania with his wife and two children.
http://www.danmayland.com
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Suffer
E. E. Borton

Genre: Thriller
Blurb: Kate Freeman opened the front door of her vacation villa to see a Florida State Trooper standing on the porch. A few 
moments later, 50,000 paralyzing volts shot through her body. Her world went dark after her head impacted the tile floor.
She woke unable to move. Sitting only a few feet away bound to a chair, her six-year-old son sat quietly staring at her. It was 
just the beginning of their hellish nightmare.
150 miles away, Kate’s husband Paul was on his annual scuba trip in the Bahamas. Early the next morning, he pulled away 
from the dock and headed back to the villa on Sugar Loaf Key to be reunited with his family. He would be the first to find 
them – exactly as the killer planned.
“Suffer” is a crime thriller that shows what ordinary people are capable of doing when faced with unimaginable evil. Deci-
sions have to be made that take them deeper into the darkness of a sociopath’s world. It’s a place they have to travel in order 
to hunt him down and make the punishment fit the crime.
Few expected her to survive. Nobody expected her to fight.

Review by J. Reason
Possible spoilers. Wow, great book, with a cracking start that really pulls you in, so much that I read the whole book in only 
one sitting. There are gruesome moments, so if you are squeamish you might want to skip parts. The plot is great, with loads 
of thrills, dark moments, but on the whole; the story is what would you do for your child? In this case, revenge, it is a great 
book, loads of action with a few quiet moments between the main characters which I didn´t enjoy fully. Kate is a strong willed 
character, scary in a way. The author does a great job of writing and describing in horrific detail of the attack. There were a 
couple of moments that you might question what Kate does, I certainly did, but I also understood her motives. This is one of 
those books that have a fantastic ending, what a cracker, loved it. Highly recommended, specially if you enjoy dark thrillers
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About the Author
My name is on the front of the novels, but there are more names that live within every page I create. 
It’s the reason why this will never be my story about how I publish novels. It will always be our 
story.
The journey started several years ago while I was still working with a rescue helicopter service. I 
went to visit my longtime friend Gordon Wulff with a headful of ideas and the beginnings of a 
story. Sitting on his deck on a chilly fall evening, having a chilly cocktail, I let him read the first 
chapter of Dragonflies and Snowflakes. I impatiently waited for his response. Three novels later, I 
still remember the look on his face when he finished reading my story. All it took was for one 
person to believe in me. Just one. … keep reading.
http://eeborton.com/



Sword of God
Mark Dawson

Genre: Action
Blurb: John Milton has blood on his conscience.
He was an assassin for the British government for a decade until he got out. He treks into the Michigan wilderness for the 
solitude he needs to forget his guilt. He isn’t looking for trouble, but trouble always seems to come looking for him.
Morten Lundquist, a man with his own dark secrets, is a deputy in the town of Truth. He finds himself investigating Milton, 
but Lundquist has no idea how dangerous his quarry is.
Double crossed and badly injured, Milton flees into the remote Porcupine Mountains with a posse on his tail. His enemies 
thought that they could hunt him down. They were wrong – and where John Milton is concerned, there are no second chances.

Review by J. Reason
Thanks Mark for the book.
This is the 5th book in the John Milton series, and what a thriller, it is non stop from the very beginning, full of action and fast 
paced.
Although this is the 5th in the series it can be read as a standalone, there is enough background information. The characters 
are well thought out.
John Milton is back, this time spending some time minding his own business, but he can´t seem to stay out of trouble and get 
caught up helping some people out.
This is a well written novel, the author has done a good job in his knowledge of the area covered.
This is one of those books you won´t want to put down, you will want to turn each page to find out what is going to happen 
next, it is full of surprises.
It reminded me a little of the Rambo films, but loads of readers won´t have seen those films so they will be new to them.
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About the Author
Mark Dawson was born in Lowestoft, in the UK. He has worked as a DJ, a door-to-door ice cream 
seller, factory hand and club promoter. He eventually trained as a lawyer and worked for ten years 
in the City of London and Soho, firstly pursuing money launderers around the world and then acting 
for celebrities suing newspapers for libel. He currently works in the London film industry.
He is presently writing two series.
The John Milton books involve a disgruntled British assassin who is trying – without much success 
– to put his past behind him. In order to atone for the blood on his hands he has decided to help 
those in need. The first full length novel in the series, The Cleaner, sees Milton struggle to adapt to 
life amongst the gangs of East London during the riots of the summer of 2012. The Cleaner, and the 
other books in the series, have all been best-sellers in their categories at Amazon and Barnes and 

Noble.
The Soho Noir books, beginning with The Black Mile and continuing with The Imposter, follow the glitz and glamour of 
criminal life in London’s West End from the 1940s to the present day. The Imposter picks up the nefarious goings on of the 
Costello crime family and a protagonist who is rather more than meets the eye. Think of The Sopranos set in Soho and you’ll 
be on the right track. This series, too, has been downloaded tens of thousands of times.
Mark lives in Wiltshire with his wife and two young children, plus a dog and two cats.
http://markjdawson.com/



Terminal Value
Thomas Waite

blurb: “Be careful what you wish for.” That’s a warning Dylan Johnson should have listened to. When his mobile tech compa-
ny is bought out by Mantric Technology, a red-hot firm about to go public, it seems like a dream come true for the young 
entrepreneur and his partners. But the closer they get to payout, the more uncertain Dylan becomes. Something doesn’t feel 
right. When his colleague is found dead on what should have been their night of triumph, Dylan is determined to find out what 
happened. But asking questions plunges him into a digital web of deceit and betrayal that will shake everything he thought he 
knew…
Review by J. Reason
I love a good cyber thriller, this was ok. This is the first book from the author Thomas Waite. There is a bit of a moral dilem-
ma also with money being a big part of it. The author has a great understanding of the subject, high-tech corporate world, but 
then what would I know, as I know nothing about it at all, but he seems to anyhow. And it is all well explained in terms 
anyone can understand.
I couldn´t get to grips with any of the characters as there wasn´t enough character background and I didn’t like the writing 
much, but then I had just finished Someone to Watch over Me, so that was a hard act to follow. But I enjoy techothriller with 
cyber crime so I stuck with it and after all I am glad I did.
As the story begins to unravel you questions are answered and there are plenty of action and thrills.
Not bad for a debut novel
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About the Author
Thomas Waite is a best-selling author of cyber-thrillers. His debut novel, TERMINAL VALUE, was 
critically praised (one critic wrote "I believe with time he will become the John Grisham of the 
murderous technology novels.") and reached #1 at Amazon. His latest novel, LETHAL CODE, tells 
the shocking and frighteningly possible story of a massive, anonymous cyber-attack on the United 
States by an unknown enemy—and the unforgettable men, women, and children who fight back 
against the invisible invasion.
Tom was born in the seaside town of Ipswich, Massachusetts, once home to the authorsJohn Updike 
(who was a patient of his Dad, which enabled Tom to build a nice collection of signed first edition 
novels), Adele Robertson, John Norton, and the poet Anne Bradstreet. Perhaps it was the history of 
the town, but from an early age Tom developed a love of writing and left Ipswich to earn his degree 

in English Literature at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. There he focused on creative writing and was selected by the 
English Department to participate in an international study program at the University of Oxford.
http://thomaswaite.com/

Genre:  Cyber Techno Thriller



The 13th Hour
Richard Doetsch

Genre: Thriller, Mystery, Time Travel
Blurb: A mesmerizing thriller — told in reverse “The 13th Hour” is the story of a man given the chance to go back in time in 
one-hour increments to prevent a vicious crime from destroying his life.Nick Quinn is being held in jail, accused of the 
murder of his beloved wife, Julia. He knows she’s dead; he saw her bloody corpse, shot in the head at point-blank range. The 
police tell him they found the murder weapon with his fingerprints on it in the trunk of his car. Nick is confused, grief-stricken 
— “and completely innocent.”
At 9 p.m. on July 28, a gray-haired gentleman visits Nick in the police interrogation room and asks him a simple question: 
“”If you could get out of here, if you could save her, would you?”” He hands Nick a golden talisman that allows Nick to go 
back in time, one hour at a time, for a total of twelve hours. With each hour that Nick travels back, he finds more clues to the 
identity of Julia’s real killer, but he also discovers that his actions in the past may have unexpected repercussions in the future.
In his race against time to save the woman he loves most in the world, Nick will find that friends become enemies, old loyal-
ties are tested, and Julia’s murder is part of a larger scheme that has its roots in greed and vengeance. Nick has the ability to 
save Julia, the chance to put his own world in balance, but he is venturing down a precarious route. If he hasn’t set things right 
by the thirteenth hour, his desperate attempts to save Julia’s life may lead to a far greater catastrophe than he could have ever 
imagined.

About the Book
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Language: English
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Review by J. Reason
This is the third book I have read by this author and I really enjoy his books.
Wow I though this was brilliant, what a great idea. I couldn´t get enough of this and wanted more. Such a fast pace, with loads 
of thrills, action and suspense, the writing is so different as it is written in reverse but it totally makes sense. Nick is totally in 
love with his wife and wants nothing more than to save his life but as he goes back in time, each little thing he does changes 
the future, of course, but he doesn´t realize that to begin with. Not sure I actually liked either Nick or Julia though, such per-
fect people, perfect couple with a perfect life, all too perfect for my liking.
Top marks for the way the book has been written.
Spoiler. The only point I might add to the review is the ending, the watch, the item that enables Nick to return in time is sud-
denly not the only one, now there are two, if this is the case, that after having been used it replicates itself then there should be 
loads of them in the world having been used loads of times in the past, but the author gives no explanation of this.

About the Author
Richard is a respected expert in the field of commercial and residential real estate, having served as 
the president, managing director, and owner of several large national real estate firms.
While many authors choose to write about thrills, Richard has lived his life experiencing them. He 
is a skydiver, triathlete, expert skier, scuba diver, an eratic golfer, and an extreme sport enthusiast 
who has jumped out of planes, off bridges, cliffs, and cranes with rubber bands around his ankles, 
parachutes on his back and sometimes just enjoying a hundred-foot freefall into water with nothing 
to slow his descent.
Richard combines the adrenaline rush of his life with his imagination to bring out the best in his 
characters. He finds his inspiration in the love for his wife, Virginia, and how far he would go to 
protect her; it is what helps him fill his stories with heart and hope.
http://www.richarddoetsch.com
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The Abortionist`s Daughter
Elisabeth Hyde

Genre: Crime, Mystery
Blurb: Two weeks before Christmas, Diana Duprey, an outspoken abortion doctor, is found dead in her swimming pool. A 
national figure, Diana inspired passion and ignited tempers, but never more so than the day of her death. Her husband Frank, a 
longtime attorney in the DA’s office; her daughter Megan, a freshman in college; the Reverend Stephen O’Connell, founder of 
the town’s pro-life coalition: all of them quarreled with Diana that day and each one has something to lose in revealing the 
truth. Meanwhile the detective on the case struggles for the answers — and finds himself more intimately involved than he 
ever could have imagined.

Review by J. Reason
I enjoyed this book, I admit I was expecting much more of a controversial book with more stuff about written about abortion 
but there really isn´t much of that at all, it is all very tactfully written to avoid most issues.
The characters are wonderful, the background of each one is great, you can get into each one. There are a bunch of main 
characters, although the main one is probably Megan (the daughter, hence the title), but it isn´t written from her point of view, 
and there are also others with equal importance, Frank, her father, and a couple of detectives on the case., even Dr Diana, who 
is unfortunately found dead in the first few pages has a large part in the book.
This is not so much of a thriller but a murder mystery, a who dunnit basically. I did stay clueless throughout as to who did it, 
but if I had found out (as I have done with other books) then I wouldn´t have enjoy it as much.
I was disappointed with the ending as it didn´t really have much to do with the Dr being an abortion doctor and also with the 
title, it didn´t have all that much to do with the daughter, if as a reader you can get around that, then this book is an enjoyable 
read.
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About the Author
I was born in 1953 and grew up in Concord, New Hampshire, the third of four girls. After high 
school I went to the University of Vermont, where I majored in English, and then I went on to law 
school, graduating from Hastings College of the Law in 1979. 
My first and only job as a lawyer was with the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice, in 
Washington, DC. I did the whole shebang – document searches, witness interviews, court appear-
ances, all in a nice navy blue suit. Still, every morning I rose at six to get in an hour of writing 
before going to work. Summer vacations I spent at the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, studying 
with John Irving and John Gardner. Eventually I saved enough money for a sabbatical, and when 
my husband got a job teaching in Seattle, I quit. 
http://elisabethhyde.com/index.html



The Accident
C. L. Taylor

Genre: Suspense, Mystery
Blurb: The person you trust most may only be telling you half the story …
Fast-paced, suspenseful, this is a book with more twists than a helter-skelter that will keep you reading late into the night. 
Perfect for fans of Before I Go to Sleep and Gone Girl.
Sue Jackson has the perfect family but when her teenage daughter Charlotte deliberately steps in front of a bus and ends up in 
a coma she is forced to face a very dark reality.
Retracing her daughter’s steps she finds a horrifying entry in Charlotte’s diary and is forced to head deep into Charlotte’s 
private world. In her hunt for evidence, Sue begins to mistrust everyone close to her daughter and she’s forced to look further, 
into the depths of her own past.
There is a lot that Sue doesn’t know about Charlotte’s life. But then there’s a lot that Charlotte doesn’t know about Sue’s …

Review by J. Reason
I struggled to put this book down, read it quickly. It starts with a married couple sitting at their daughter hospital bed who is in 
a coma, and the mother is convinced to find reason why her daughter is there now.
There are chapters from the past, these are necessary to the storyline (my problem with this is that they are written in italics 
and I don´t enjoy reading large amount of text in italics), but i enjoyed this part better than the present, but there were times 
when I thought Sue acted pretty stupidly during these past moments.
There are some great characters, each with their own secrets to hide.
There are plenty of twists and turns, truths and lies, a little creepy at times. This is a well written novel; I will be looking 
forward to more thriller novels by this author. This book might make you think about the relationship with your own teenagers 
and how to improve it.
There is a little confusion on my part about whether or not this is the author’s debut novel, ( I read a few reviews saying this is 
her debut novel) some say it is and there are others that say she has written under a different name, Cally Taylor, with books 
called Heaven Can Wait among others you can check out the links below for more information. Why the change in name, I 
don´t know.
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About the Author
C.L. Taylor lives in Bristol with her partner and young son. She started writing fiction in 2005 and 
her short stories have won several awards and been published by a variety of literary and women’s 
magazines. Cally works in Higher Education and has a degree in Psychology, with particular inter-
est in abnormal and criminal Psychology. She also loves knitting, Dr Who, Sherlock, Great British 
Bake Off and Margaret Atwood and blames Roald Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected for her love of a 
dark tale.
Her dark psychological thriller THE ACCIDENT was published in the UK by Avon HarperCollins 
in April 2014 and as BEFORE I WAKE in the US in June 2014 by Sourcebooks.
Her second psychological thriller THE LIE will be published on 23rd April 2015 in the UK and in 
June 2015 in the US.

Her international bestselling romantic comedies (written as Cally Taylor), HEAVEN CAN WAIT and HOME FOR CHRIST-
MAS were both published by Orion in the UK. They have been translated into 14 different languages, and her debut was 
voted ‘Debut Novel of the Year’ by chicklitreviews.com and chicklitclub.com. 
http://cltaylorauthor.com 



The Accident
Chris Pavone

Genre: Mystery, Suspense
Blurb: As dawn approaches in New York, literary agent Isabel Reed is turning the final pages of a mysterious, anonymous 
manuscript, racing through the explosive revelations about powerful people, as well as long-hidden secrets about her own 
past. In Copenhagen, veteran CIA operative Hayden Gray, determined that this sweeping story be buried, is suddenly staring 
down the barrel of an unexpected gun. And in Zurich, the author himself is hiding in a shadowy expat life, trying to atone for 
a lifetime’s worth of lies and betrayals with publication of The Accident, while always looking over his shoulder.
Over the course of one long, desperate, increasingly perilous day, these lives collide as the book begins its dangerous march 
toward publication, toward saving or ruining careers and companies, placing everything at risk—and everyone in mortal peril.  
The rich cast of characters—in publishing and film, politics and espionage—are all forced to confront the consequences of 
their ambitions, the schisms between their ideal selves and the people they actually became.
The action rockets around Europe and across America, with an intricate web of duplicities stretching back a quarter-century to 
a dark winding road in upstate New York, where the shocking truth about the accident itself is buried. 
Gripping, sophisticated, layered, and impossible to put down, The Accident proves once again that Chris Pavone is a true 
master of suspense.

About the Book
File Size: 596 KB
Print Length: 402 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0385348452
Publisher: Faber & Faber Crime; Signed ed edition (March 11, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00HP60160

Review by J. Reason
This is the authors second book (his first is The Expats, published March 2012) which I found to be good, but this is so much 
better, it kept me reading on and on until real life got in the way. It is written in a similar way.
It is a day in the life of, well, various people actually, but mostly Isabel Reed, it swaps to and from the other main characters 
in each chapter, it is split into three sections, morning, afternoon and night. I did often found it confusing as to who I was 
reading about and where I was as there is plenty of international travel. It is a fast moving thriller. I enjoyed all the mystery as 
to who is the author of the mysterious book The Accident which kept me guessing and I also enjoyed the ending, a little abupt 
and it gave the impression that there is another part on the way.
The parts I enjoyed the most were the descriptions of the publishing world in New York, of which I have no idea personally, 
so it was a most interesting insight.

About the Author
Chris Pavone’s first novel, The Expats, was a New York Times and international bestseller, with 
nearly twenty foreign editions and a major film deal, and received both the 2013 Edgar Award and 
Anthony Award for Best First Novel. The Accident,  published in March 2014, was also an instant 
New York Times bestseller.

Chris grew up in New York City and attended Midwood High School in Brooklyn and then Cornell 
University. He worked at a number of publishing houses over nearly two decades, mostly as an 
editor. He is married and the father of twin schoolboys, and they all live in New York City and on 
the North Fork of Long Island.
www.chrispavone.com
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The Accounting
William Lashner

Genre: Thriller, Mystery
Blurb: Jon Willing was just a teenager when he and his pals Augie and Ben stole a fortune in drug money. Brazen with youth 
and stoned out of their gourds, they thought they had the perfect plan for getting away with it.
They were wrong.
Twenty-five years later, Jon’s marriage is on the rocks, his kids are virtual strangers, and the recession has taken his job and 
decimated his finances. Worst of all, when he finds Augie murdered in Vegas, he knows the past has risen from its grave to 
grab him by the throat.
The battle that ensues will send Jon skittering across a landscape wracked by the Great Recession to confront the demons of 
his past: the grade-school bully who has terrorized him for decades, the grandfather that betrayed him, the girl that got away. 
And in the middle of a fight to death, with his daughter’s life hanging in the balance, Jon Willing learns the most brutal of 
truths:
The piper always gets paid, and sometimes he gets paid in blood.

About the Book
File Size: 701 KB
Print Length: 426 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1611099358
Publisher: Thomas & Mercer (May 14, 2013)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B009XDDVN8

Review by J. Reason
This is the first book I have read by this author and I enjoyed it. It is witty, fun, but also a dark story.
I enjoyed the way it is written, (although I did listen to it book as an audio book.) There is plenty going on all the time, with a 
good mix of the present and the past of the main characters with special emphasis on the main character JJ Moretti.
It is a standalone book, so no need to go out there and find sequels which so many authors are doing nowadays.
This is a mostly a nicely fast paced thriller although there are slower parts. My favourite parts where when the three boys 
were getting up to no good but overall it was enjoyable.worth it.

About the Author
William Lashner, a former Philadelphia lawyer, is a graduate of New York University Law School 
and the University of Iowa Writers' Workshop. He has served as trial attorney in the Criminal Divi-
sion of the United States Justice Department. He lives with his family outside of Philadelphia.
Under the pseudonym Tyler Knox he wrote the noir novel, Kockroach.
http://williamlashner.com
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The After House
Michael Phillip Cash

Genre: Mystery, Romance, Paranormal
Blurb: Remy Galway and her daughter Olivia are rebuilding their life after a failed marriage in a 300 year old cottage in 
historic Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island. Little do they know, another occupant is lurking in the haven of their own home. 
Will the After House be their shelter or their tomb?

Review by J. Reason
This is a good solid book, not my usual genre, but once in a blue moon I do read a paranormal novel, this was enjoyable, 
short, with good character development. I was curious to know Olivia´s age as she seemed to be portrayed older than I 
thought she was. The title is great, very fitting, with nice cover art which is appealing. I very much enjoyed the details in the 
part written about the past. The book goes from past to present seamlessly. There is a bit of mystery, romance, history, para-
normal genres all thrown in together. This is not a scary ghost story; in fact there is nothing scary at all. This is not one of 
those books that will stick in my mind, but did enjoy it, even though it is very short and the chapters are short.

The mother was rather annoying, but then again, it can be that she is just being an over protective mother who just wants the 
best for her daughter.
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File Size: 1343 KB
Print Length: 154 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1500600369
Publisher: Red Feather Publishing (October 12, 2014)
Sold by:Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English    
ASIN: B00OGPJ3C6

About the Author
Michael Phillip Cash is an award winning and best selling author of horror, paranormal, and science 
fiction novels. Stillwell: A Haunting on Long Island, The Hanging Tree, and Schism: The Battle for 
Darracia have all been named to Foreward Reviews Book of the Year Awards. Cash currently 
resides on Long Island with his wife and children.
http://www.michaelphillipcash.com/



The Case Against William
Mark Gimenez

Genre: Legal Thriller
Blurb: Criminal defense lawyers must make their peace with one harsh fact of life: most of their clients are guilty.
But when William Tucker, a celebrated and self-centered star college football player, is suddenly arrested and charged with 
the brutal rape and murder of a college coed two years before, his estranged father, Frank Tucker, a drunken, broken-down, 
beach-bum ex-criminal defense lawyer, cannot believe his son is guilty. No father can. So he must find a way to sober up and 
save his son from the death penalty sought by an ambitious district attorney. And father and son learn that only three things in 
life are certain: death, taxes, and a father’s love for his son..

Review by J. Reason
Meet William, star quarterback,, he has just been arrested for rape and murder, but, the million dollar question is, Did he do it 
or not? The novel is a great legal thriller, there are people you just can´t get to grips with, for me it was William´s mother and 
people who are very lovable, like Williams father, although he himself is going through a personal crisis that doesn’t seem to 
end and the public defender.

I am William Tucker. I am special.

After the arrest the story takes you back in time and goes through why William´s father is who is now. You will now form 
opinions of these people, I did wonder why Frank (William´s dad) couldn’t get over his mistake, but I did understand Wil-
liam´s position even if i didn’t agree with it.
But Frank is there for William in his time of need, but William is just such an arrogant prick that I didn’t enjoy his character 
much. But that is just the character the author wanted him to be.
The novel is brilliant, I did wonder if he did it or not, as I had no idea if he was innocent or guilty until it was revealed in the 
book.
There is a lot of american football chatter which got a little annoying after a while.The best parts were the legal team, what a 
bunch of characters.
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About the Book
File Size: 2285 KB
Print Length: 355 pages
Publisher: Navarchus Press (March 2, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00IRHP1DY

About the Author
I grew up in Galveston County, Texas. I attended Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, 
Texas, and earned a B.A. in Political Science with honors. I then attended Notre Dame Law School 
in Indiana and earned a J.D. degree magna cum laude.
I practiced law with a large Dallas law firm and became a partner. After ten years, I left to practice 
solo and to write. I live in Texas.
http://www.markgimenez.com/



The Cleaner
Mark DawsonMark Dawson

Genre: Action
Blurb: Meet John Milton He considers himself an artisan. A craftsman. His trade is murder. Milton is the man the government 
sends after you when everything else has failed. Ruthless. Brilliant. Anonymous. Lethal. You wouldn’t pick him out of a 
crowd but you wouldn’t want to be on his list. But now, after ten years, he’s had enough – there’s blood on his hands and he 
wants out. Trouble is, this job is not one you can just walk away from. He goes on the run, seeking atonement for his sins by 
helping the people he meets along the way. But his past cannot be easily forgotten and before long it is Milton who is hunted, 
and not the hunter. The Cleaner A career of state-sanctioned murder has taken its toll. Milton is troubled by nightmares, a long 
line of ghosts who torment his dreams. He resolves to make his next job his last and, then, perhaps, he can start to make 
amends for everything that he has done. Sharon Warriner is a single mother in the East End of London, suicidal with fear that 
she’s lost her young son to a life in the gangs. After Milton saves her life, he promises to help. But the gang, and the charis-
matic rapper who leads it, is not about to cooperate with him. As London burns through summer riots, Milton finds himself in 
unfamiliar territory, dealing with an unfamiliar foe. And when his employer sends another agent after him, the odds against 
him are stacked even higher.

Review by J. Reason
This is the first full novel in the series, The Cleaner, it is a well written novel about a part of London that has problems with 
housing, jobs and other stuff. John Milton, our hero has given up his job as an assassin, and that alone can cause problems he 
doesn´t want. The novel itself isn´t really about John, but about a young boy called Elijah, who lives on an estate, he is at a 
difficult time in life and is having trouble choosing the correct path, this is where John comes in and does his best to help him.
In the meantime, John also has to deal with his ex-employers.
I enjoyed the book, but I thought it was more about assassins than social work, the title doesn´t really reflect the book, (apart 
from the very beginning), I like the character, he is doing his best to redeem himself, but that is not easy after all he has done. 
But I also thought he has too much conscience after all the years on the job.
It is certainly a good read as long as you are aware that there isn´t much to do with assassins, but more to do with inner kids 
and their problems.
The series over all have great titles and artwork.
I will read the 5th in the series, courtesy of the author, Mark Dawson. I am reading three of Mark Dawson´s books back to 
back so they must be good after all.
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About the Book
Series: John Milton
Paperback: 312 pages
Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing 
Platform (September 16, 2013)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1492354252
ISBN-13: 978-1492354253

About the Author
Mark Dawson was born in Lowestoft, in the UK. He has worked as a DJ, a door-to-door ice cream 
seller, factory hand and club promoter. He eventually trained as a lawyer and worked for ten years 
in the City of London and Soho, firstly pursuing money launderers around the world and then acting 
for celebrities suing newspapers for libel. He currently works in the London film industry.
He is presently writing two series.
The John Milton books involve a disgruntled British assassin who is trying – without much success 
– to put his past behind him. In order to atone for the blood on his hands he has decided to help 
those in need. The first full length novel in the series, The Cleaner, sees Milton struggle to adapt to 
life amongst the gangs of East London during the riots of the summer of 2012. The Cleaner, and the 
other books in the series, have all been best-sellers in their categories at Amazon and Barnes and 

Noble.
The Soho Noir books, beginning with The Black Mile and continuing with The Imposter, follow the glitz and glamour of 
criminal life in London’s West End from the 1940s to the present day. The Imposter picks up the nefarious goings on of the 
Costello crime family and a protagonist who is rather more than meets the eye. Think of The Sopranos set in Soho and you’ll 
be on the right track. This series, too, has been downloaded tens of thousands of times.
Mark lives in Wiltshire with his wife and two young children, plus a dog and two cats.
http://markjdawson.com/



The Color of Law 
& The Accused

Mark GimenezMark GimenezMark GimenezMark Gimenez
Genre: Legal ThrillerGenre: Legal ThrillerGenre: Legal ThrillerGenre: Legal Thriller
Blurb: The Color of Law. A partner at a prominent law firm is forced to choose between his enviable lifestyle and doing the 
right thing. Former college football star Scott Fenney has worked his way to the top of the heap at the Dallas firm of Ford 
Stevens. But when Clark McCall, wayward son of a Texas politician, gets himself murdered after a night of booze, drugs, and 
rough sex, Scott is assigned to defend the prime suspect, a heroine-addicted hooker named Shawanda Jones. The powers that 
be want her convicted—and Scott’s future at the firm may depend on it. But unfortunately for Scott, Shwanada claims she’s 
innocent, and he believes her.
Accused. ‘Scott, it’s Rebecca. I need you.’After years of silence, Texan lawyer Scott Fenney receives a devastating phonecall 
from his ex-wife. She has been accused of murdering her boyfriend, Trey – the man she left Scott for – and is being held in a 
police cell. Now she is begging Scott to defend her.Scott is used to high-stakes cases, but this one is bigger than anything he 
has handled before. If Rebecca is found guilty, under Texan law she will be sentenced to death. He will have her blood on his 
hands. As he prepares to take the stand in the most dramatic courtroom appearance of his life, Scott is forced to question 
everything he believes to get to the truth – to save the life of the ex-wife he still loves..
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Review by J. Reason
I discovered a new author this month. Mark Gimenez, loads of people are calling him the new John Grisham, well I agree. 
(See below for a couple of reviews) And it certainly makes a change from John Grisham. He writes crime thrillers with a large 
emphasis on legal thrillers based in Texas, which i found awesome as I hadn´t read many other books based in Texas and I 
enjoyed them immensely. I started off reading The Color of Law & The Accused, a two part series with the same lawyer as the 
main character. As the books are based in Texas there is also a fair amount of information on Mexican illegal immigrants. 
These two books are a question of right and wrong and I even at times asked myself that question while reading. I read these 
two books back to back, they are both similar in the fact that the main characters are the same but the cases are completely 
different.
Anyhow the lawyer in question is put in a difficult moral position and has to choose, the right or wrong thing to do. He choos-
es the right thing, but his boss doesn´t think so. There are some nasty characters in here, some people with loads of money and 
power that think they can rule other people lives, but Scott manages to put them in their place and even though is goes 
through a difficult patch he pulls through.
This is a book about morals, one I think many people should read and it might help them get their priorities straight.
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About the Author
I grew up in Galveston County, Texas. I attended Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, 
Texas, and earned a B.A. in Political Science with honors. I then attended Notre Dame Law School 
in Indiana and earned a J.D. degree magna cum laude.
I practiced law with a large Dallas law firm and became a partner. After ten years, I left to practice 
solo and to write. I live in Texas.
http://www.markgimenez.com



The Common Lawyer
Mark Gimenez

Genre: Legal Thriller
Blurb: Andy Prescott is the most laid-back young lawyer in Austin, Texas. Specialising in traffic law, he operates from a small 
room above a ramshackle tattoo parlour. He rides a trail bike and spends way too much time drinking beer in the sunshine. 
Ambition has never been Andy’s strong point – he prefers to take it easy. That is, until one of Texas’s wealthiest men walks 
into his office. On the spot, billionaire Russell Reeves retains Andy as his lawyer and, in exchange for some easy legal work, 
pays him more money than he has ever earned before. Andy’s life is transformed. But nothing comes for free. Russell is a 
desperate man whose sole aim is to save his eight-year-old son, Zach, who is dying from leukemia. He is prepared to do any-
thing – even if it means putting Andy’s life in danger.

“How far would you go to save the life of your son?”

Review by J. Reason
This was very dull to begin with, but as I had read a few of the authors other books which I enjoyed I persevered and I am 
very glad I did. The beginning is all about the main character, Andy Prescott who is a lawyer who does just about ok, he lives 
off traffic offences, lives in a run down apartment and rents a small office above a tattoo parlour, rides his bike and occasion-
ally falls off his bike, drinks beer with his friends while eyeing up the girls. Pretty boring stuff for the first 30%. Once I had 
got through all that the books turns out to be very good indeed. When he get a visit from a very rich main who requires 
Andy´s services as a lawyer things warm up loads.
There is some action and thrills also. I also enjoyed reading a bit more about Texas, Austin is particular. So here comes a very 
difficult question. How far would you go to save the life of your son? I am sure most of you will answer anything or at least 
almost anything. This is what this book is all about. But you don´t actually realize this until a bit later on when things piece 
themselves together. This is another moral novel from the author Mark Gimenez and I am glad I gave it the time of day 
although not the best I had read from Mark.
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About the Author
I grew up in Galveston County, Texas. I attended Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, 
Texas, and earned a B.A. in Political Science with honors. I then attended Notre Dame Law School 
in Indiana and earned a J.D. degree magna cum laude.
I practiced law with a large Dallas law firm and became a partner. After ten years, I left to practice 
solo and to write. I live in Texas.
http://www.markgimenez.com



The Curse of Van Gogh
Paul Hoppe

Genre: Thriller
Blurb: Tyler Sears, art thief, just released from a Federal prison, vows never again. He slides into a simple life bartending in 
NYC until one day an invitation arrives to the hottest art event of the season, where Tyler meets Komate Imasu, famed art 
collector. Suddenly Tyler's vows of abstinence slip away as Imasu uses threats against Tyler's family. Tyler quickly learns that 
gambling against a ruthless billionaire is never a good idea. Forgetting his own safety, Tyler plunges headfirst into a world of 
art forgers, hit men, Yakuza, a femme fatale named Chanel N°5, and the hideous curse of van Gogh, in order to pull off...the 
greatest art heist in history.

Review by J. Reason
The idea of the plot is good, but I think there are a few holes in the storyline; there is some action, some travel, hit men, art 
theft, etc. And I enjoyed this loads, I enjoyed this book overall, I do like a good theft book, this was a little extreme, the theft 
that was going to take place, but it is a novel after all and can be whatever the author wants. I enjoyed all the details, the art, 
the weapons, etc. There is action, thrills, romance; this is an easy read that can be finished quickly. Good solid characters, 
plenty of background information, although some more for Lucy would have been nice. I enjoyed the cover and the title. This 
is the first in a series and I will be looking out for the second in the series.
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The Devil In The Marshalsea
Antonia Hodgson

Genre: Legal Thriller
Blurb: London, 1727 – and Tom Hawkins is about to fall from his heaven of card games, brothels and coffee-houses to the 
hell of a debtors’ prison.
The Marshalsea is a savage world of its own, with simple rules: those with family or friends who can lend them a little money 
may survive in relative comfort. Those with none will starve in squalor and disease. And those who try to escape will suffer a 
gruesome fate at the hands of the gaol’s ruthless governor and his cronies.
The trouble is, Tom Hawkins has never been good at following rules – even simple ones. And the recent grisly murder of a 
debtor, Captain Roberts, has brought further terror to the gaol. While the Captain’s beautiful widow cries for justice, the finger 
of suspicion points only one way: to the sly, enigmatic figure of Samuel Fleet.
Some call Fleet a devil, a man to avoid at all costs. But Tom Hawkins is sharing his cell. Soon, Tom’s choice is clear: get to 
the truth of the murder – or be the next to die.
A twisting mystery, a dazzling evocation of early 18th Century London, THE DEVIL IN THE MARSHALSEA is a thrilling 
debut novel full of intrigue and suspense.

Review by J. Reason
Great, great book, I always think historical fiction must be hard to write with all the research required and this is a great book, 
The Devil in the Marshalsea is all about the now non existent Marshalsea Debtors prison in Southwark in 1727.  Tom Haw-
kins is a bit of a free spirit estranged from his family and gets himself into debt, caught and imprisoned, the place is horrible 
and the author makes you feel as if you are also inside, “shudders”. There are characters and locations like the  that were 
actually there, like Titty Dolls and the coffee shop. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshalsea.

“I had an appointment with a ghost. It seemed impolite not to attend.”   

I found myself using the kindle inbuilt dictionary loads as there are many words from that period of time which are now not in 
use. The details and language are just great, loads of research has been done by the author.  Marshalsea is a small village as 
the rules, well, maybe there are not rules as such are different, you need to have money to survive there. Reminds me a little 
of the prisons in South America, and of one in particular in La Paz, Bolivia.
The characters are colourful, some a little scary and the descriptions bring alive the prison and London of the era.

“That could me my voice I thought, a few shillings less and I could be locked away with them.”

This is a fantastic debut novel with a great ending that surprised me, I can recommend this if you enjoy historical murder 
mysteries.

Reading in Ecuador
www.readinginecuador.wordpress.com

About the Book
Format: Kindle Edition
File Size: 1024 KB
Print Length: 401 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1444775413
Publisher: Hodder & Stoughton (27 Mar 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Media EU S.à r.l.
Language: English
ASIN: B00FAT9IJKY

About the Author
I was born in Derby in 1971, the same year David Bowie released Hunky Dory. (This is not signifi-
cant. I just happen to like Hunky Dory.) I studied English at the University of Leeds from 1991-4, 
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The Dinner
Herman Koch

Genre: Contemporary, Mystery
Blurb: A summer’s evening in Amsterdam and two couples meet at a fashionable restaurant. Between mouthfuls of food and 
over the delicate scraping of cutlery, the conversation remains a gentle hum of politeness – the banality of work, the triviality 
of holidays. But the empty words hide a terrible conflict and, with every forced smile and every new course, the knives are 
being sharpened… Each couple has a fifteen-year-old son. Together, the boys have committed a horrifying act, caught on 
camera, and their grainy images have been beamed into living rooms across the nation; despite a police manhunt, the boys 
remain unidentified – by everyone except their parents. As the dinner reaches its culinary climax, the conversation finally 
touches on their children and, as civility and friendship disintegrate, each couple shows just how far they are prepared to go to 
protect those they love.

Review by J. Reason
I have been wanting to read this book for some time now, but I was very disappointed. It follows the dinner of 2 couples, but 
there is so much jumping from one place to another in the life of the main character, Paul, following parts of his life which 
really don´t seem to have anything thing to do with the main storyline which is a moral dilemma and this is the reason the 2 
couples have got together. They have different opinions on what to do with their dilemma and this creates friction with them. 
The dilemma itself was the best part of the story and will make people will think about what they would do in a similar situa-
tion. The writing is also a little pushed, one is this and one is that. I don´t know if it was the translation (the original is dutch) 
or if it was written like that. The characters are just terrible, I didn´t like any of them.
It is a fairly dark novel which I normally enjoy but there was too much fluff going on that has nothing to do with the main 
story line. Luckily, it is a short book and I was able to finish it quickly and move on to the next book.
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About the Author
Herman Koch (1953) is known as a television producer and a writer. The book 'Het diner', pub-
lished in 2009, was his breakthrough in the Netherlands. It was published in 17 countries. It was 
partly based on a true story involving a homeless woman named, María del Rosario Endrinal Petit, 
in Barcelona (Spain), in December 2005.
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Pablo (1994).
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The Fault Tree
Louise Ure

Genre: Thriller Crime
Blurb: Arizona auto mechanic Cadence Moran is no stranger to darkness. She was blinded in a horrific car accident eight 
years ago that also took the life of her three-year old niece. She knows she was only partially to blame, but that doesn’t make 
the loss any easier to bear. She’s learned to get by, but there are still painful memories. When she is almost run down by a 
speeding car on the way home from work, Cadence at first thinks that she is the victim of road rage or a bad driver. But that’s 
not the case. In fact, she is the only witness to the murder of her elderly neighbor, and now the killer believes that she’s seen 
the getaway car.Louise Ure paints the glare of a Southwestern summer with the brush of a blind woman’s darkness in this 
novel of jeopardy and courage … and the fine line between them–as Cadence fights to stop a killer she can’t see.

Review by J. Reason
Fantastic novel, and with such a different theme, the main character Cadence Moran is blind and she is the main witness to a 
murder, expect with being blind she is a different type of witness, she doesn’t really even know what happened apart that her 
elderly neighbour was murdered, she can identify smells, noises but she can´t help out much more.

I turned off all the lights. Nobody here needed them anyway.

The novel is written in two different points of view. Cadence and the rest. Cadence´s part is written in first person and the rest 
in the third person, it really doesn’t have much of an impact and works well. The parts written in the first person are thrilling, 
suspenseful and in parts scary, as you can feel and smell what Cadence is going through, the author has done a superb job of 
writing from the point of view of a blind person and this certainly puts into perspective being blind and how lucky most of us 
are having our sight. I imagined myself listening to audiobooks and not actually reading them. I enjoyed her character, strong 
willed, survivor type of person given what she has gone through in the past, we don’t have to wait too long to find out how 
she became blind. All of the other characters are also good, I enjoyed the detectives, and even the suspects are well written 
characters. There are some descriptions of the area and the hot, hot weather. I think the ending could have been better with 
more details on the other cases the detectives were covering and i wondered why there was the part with the girl being found 
in the ghost town that had nothing to do with the book altogether. And being able to fly the plane and land it successfully was 
a little far fetched. But I would look out for another book if there were more with this character. This is the first time I have 
read anything by the author.
Thanks to netgalley for my copy of the book.
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About the Author
Louise Ure is a fourth generation Arizonan with a deep appreciation of the magic, the mystery and 
the legends of the desert Southwest. She still has a large, multi-generation family in Tucson. “If you 
stay here long enough,” one cousin says, “everything comes through Tucson.” Louise wasn’t will-
ing to wait.
After graduating from the University of Arizona in Tucson, l’Université de Dijon in France, and the 
American Graduate School of International Management (“Thunderbird”) in Glendale, Arizona, 
Louise pursued a career in advertising and marketing that spanned twenty-five years and three 
continents.
In 2002, she decided to follow a lifelong dream and try writing fiction. Of course it would be a 
mystery novel: her bookshelves at home were organized geographically by where the murder took 

place.  http://www.louiseure.com/



The Girl On The Train
Paula Hawkins

Genre: Psychological Thriller
Blurb: A debut psychological thriller about a woman who becomes emotionally entangled in a murder investigation because 
of something she witnesses on her daily commute.
Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and every night. Every day she rattles over the same track junctions, 
flashes past the same stretch of cozy suburban homes. And every day she stops at the same signal and she sees the same 
couple, breakfasting on their roof deck, living the perfect life that Rachel craves for herself—a lifestyle she recently lost. She 
looks forward to observing this household every morning, even makes up names and narratives for its residents. Then one day 
Rachel sees someone new in their garden, and soon after, the woman who lived there disappears.
Unable to keep this information to herself, Rachel offers what she knows to the police, and in the process is drawn into the 
lives of the couple she thought of as Jason and Jess but whose names—she has learned from the news—are really Megan and 
Scott Hipwell.
But the police accuse Rachel of being unreliable, and it’s true that her memories can’t always be trusted. Plus there are the 
stories that her ex-husband’s new wife has been spreading about her. By the time Megan’s body is found, Rachel is in over her 
head, intricately entangled in the details of the investigation, as well as in the lives of everyone involved. Has she put others in 
danger? Has she done more harm than good?
A compulsively readable, emotionally immersive, Hitchcockian thriller that draws comparisons to Gone Girl, The Silent Wife, 
or Before I Go to Sleep, this is an electrifying debut embraced by readers across markets and categories.

Review by J. Reason
Rachel is the main character in the novel, she is hiding a few secrets which are revealed as you read on, she is annoying, but 
there were times I felt sorry for her, a bit of a like and dislike character.
She isn´t who you think she is, The Girl on  the Train. And what she sees gazing out of the window will change everything.
As she travels daily on the train to work, she creates her own little world, loads of people can relate to this, the same journey, 
the same faces, etc. and when she sees something from the window one day and feels she need to go to the police, and report 
it, but she doesn´t leave it at that, she gets involved, she can’t leave things be. The story starts slow, with the tension building 
as you read on. This leads Rachel into some difficulties. Alongside Rachel there are there are two narrators in the book, Anne 
and Megan.  I didn’t particularly enjoy these other character either, but don’t let that put you off, this is part of the novel, at 
least I thought so. You need to pay attention to the chapter headings, they have dates and this is important overall.
This is a very clever book, well written, flows nicely, with twists and turns I didn’t expect.
One of the best debut novels I have read this year, a definite read for those who love psychological thrillers and cannot put 
down books. One of my top books this year, highly recommended.
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The Glassblower
Petra Durst-Benning

Genre:  Historical Fiction, a touch of romance and crime
Blurb: In the village of Lauscha in Germany, things have been done the same way for centuries. The men blow the glass, and 
the women decorate and pack it. But when Joost Steinmann passes away unexpectedly one September night, his three daugh-
ters must learn to fend for themselves. While feisty Johanna takes a practical approach to looking for work, Ruth follows her 
heart, aiming to catch the eye of a handsome young villager. But it is dreamy, quiet Marie who has always been the most 
captivated by the magic—and sparkling possibilities—of the craft of glassblowing. As the spirited sisters work together to 
forge a brighter future for themselves on their own terms, they learn not only how to thrive in a man’s world, but how to 
remain true to themselves—and their hearts—in the process.This is the first in a trilogy; it is the first translated from the origi-
nal language, German.

Review by J. Reason
I was drawn to this book by it´s beautiful cover and title. ( I know, you should´t judge a book by it´s cover). This is such a 
beautiful and well written book. I am having trouble trying to describe how beautiful it is. The whole book was brought alive 
with the descriptions and details, especially of the glassblowing, which was well researched and of the small town of Lauscha.
There is great character development of the three main characters Johanna, Ruth & Marie. Each of the girls are so different in 
character, but very united together when they needed to be. Each of the girls share more or less the same amount of time in the 
book, even though only one of the is the glassblower.
There are some fantastic moments, some horrifying moments, you will see the three girls with your own eyes, live their lives 
and their ups and downs.
This is a historical fiction novel with a touch of romance. It is a fairly long book but there are only a couple of moments that 
are dull.
My only problem was the bickering between the sisters, it seemed a little over the top.
This book has been recently translated to English, is was originally written in German and published in 2000, part two of the 
trilogy will be published in English in March 2015.
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About the Author
Petra Durst-Benning has developed a loyal following for her well-researched historical novels in 
her native Germany, where she lives with her husband. She has written more than a dozen books, 
many of which have gone on to be bestsellers. Durst-Benning’s love of the US dates back many 
years. She visited frequently as a child and developed a passion for American bestsellers, which 
went on to inspire her own writing career in later years. The Glassblower’s English-language debut 
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The Kashmir Shawl
Rosie Thomas

Genre: Historical Fiction, Cultural
Blurb: Spanning decades and moving from the stark beauty of the Welsh landscape to the Himalayas and Kash-
mir, this is a story of bravery, courage and love. Within one exotic land lie the secrets of a lifetime! Newlywed 
Nerys Watkins leaves rural Wales for the first time in her life, to accompany her husband on a missionary post-
ing to India. Travelling from lonely Ladakh, high up in the Himalayas, Nerys discovers a new world in the lake-
side city of Srinagar. Here, in the exquisite heart of Kashmir, the British live on carved wooden houseboats and 
dance, flirt and gossip as if there is no war. But the battles draw ever closer, and life in Srinagar becomes less 
frivolous when the men are sent away to fight. Nerys is caught up in a dangerous friendship, and by the time 
she is reunited with her husband, the innocent Welsh bride has become a different woman. Years later, when 
Mair Ellis clears out her father's house, she finds an exquisite antique shawl, woven from the finest yarns and 
embroidered in the shades of lake water and mountain skies. Wrapped within its folds is a lock of child's hair. 
Tracing her grandparents' roots back to Kashmir, Mair embarks on a quest that will change her life forever.

Review by J. Reason
What a delightful book, so different from the books I have been reading of late, there is mystery, lies, romance, 
(not too much though before you stop reading), travel, friendship. There is no murder, blood or gore. This is a 
book for those who are interested in superb writing and a love of northern India.
This is the first book I have read by this author.
The descriptions are just stunning; I was devouring each word written; each sentence is wonderful in describing 
the northern Indian setting in which the majority of the book takes place. I have visited India in the past, but 
not this area in particular, but I could see it in my head as I read and once we arrive in India things got even 
better. There is so much detail in the writing, so many little bits that most authors don´t add in. The characters 
are so believable and enjoyable. I could smell and feel everything.
The book goes from the past to the present every now and then and each swap in time made me want for the 
other one until I got into it and then I didn´t want to change again.
The author has done a great job with the investigation of the past in this area of India, the details and descrip-
tions are the best.
This is story telling at its best.
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About the Author
Janey King, née Morris was born on 1947 in Denbigh, Wales, and also grew up in North 
Wales. She read English at Oxford, and after a spell in journalism and publishing began 
writing fiction after the birth of her first child. Published since 1982 as Rosie Thomas, 
she has written fourteen best-selling novels, deal with the common themes of love and 
loss. She is one of only a few authors to have won twice the Romantic Novel of the Year 
Award by the Romantic Novelists' Association, in 1985 with Sunrise, and in 2007 with Iris 
and Ruby.
Janey is an adventurer and once she was established as a writer and her children were 
grown, she discovered a love of travelling and mountaineering. She has climbed in the 
Alps and the Himalayas, competed in the Peking to Paris car rally, spent time on a tiny 

Bulgarian research station in Antarctica and travelled the silk road through Asia. She currently lives in London.
http://rosiethomasauthor.com/



The Magician´s Lie
Greer Macallister

Genre:  Historical Fiction, a touch of romance and crime
Blurb: Water for Elephants meets The Night Circus in The Magician’s Lie, a debut novel in which the country’s most notori-
ous female illusionist stands accused of her husband’s murder –and she has only one night to convince a small-town police-
man of her innocence.

The Amazing Arden is the most famous female illusionist of her day, renowned for her notorious trick of sawing a man in half 
on stage. One night in Waterloo, Iowa, with young policeman Virgil Holt watching from the audience, she swaps her trade-
mark saw for a fire ax. Is it a new version of the illusion, or an all-too-real murder? When Arden’s husband is found lifeless 
beneath the stage later that night, the answer seems clear.

But when Virgil happens upon the fleeing magician and takes her into custody, she has a very different story to tell. Even 
handcuffed and alone, Arden is far from powerless—and what she reveals is as unbelievable as it is spellbinding. Over the 
course of one eerie night, Virgil must decide whether to turn Arden in or set her free… and it will take all he has to see 
through the smoke and mirrors.

Review by J. Reason
When I first started I wasn´t sure what to expect, turns out it is a historical fiction, murder mystery, not so much about magic, 
but there is a little in it. A very enjoyable book written in the first person but it give the reader a sense that you are looking in 
rather than actually being there, from different characters, but the main one, who spends the night telling her story was The 
Amazing Arden. She has been arrested for murder and the policeman who arrested her is on his own and has his own prob-
lems which are also revealed during the night. The novel jumps from the present to the past and I found myself enjoying the 
past much more than the present. The author does a great job with the characters, some of which I loved some I hated.
It is a very well written novel, the authors first, I hope there will be more.
Netgalley ARC
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About the Author
Raised in the Midwest, Greer Macallister is a poet, short story writer, playwright and novelist 
whose work has appeared in publications such as The North American Review,  The Missouri 
Review, and The Messenger. Her plays have been performed at American University, where she 
earned her MFA in Creative Writing. She lives with her family in Brooklyn.
http://www.greermacallister.com/



The Medea Complex
Rachel Florence Roberts

Genre: Mystery, Historical
****BASED ON A TRUE STORY***
Blurb: 1885. Anne Stanbury - Committed to a lunatic asylum, having been deemed insane and therefore unfit to stand trial for 
the crime of which she is indicted. But is all as it seems?
Edgar Stanbury - the grieving husband and father who is torn between helping his confined wife recover her sanity, and seek-
ing revenge on the woman who ruined his life.
Dr George Savage - the well respected psychiatrist, and chief medical officer of Bethlem Royal Hospital. Ultimately, he holds 
Anne's future wholly in his hands.
The Medea Complex tells the story of a misunderstood woman suffering from insanity in an era when mental illnesses' were 
all too often misdiagnosed and mistreated. A deep and riveting psychological thriller set within an historical context, packed 
full of twists and turns, The Medea Complex explores the nature of the human psyche: what possesses us, drives us, and how 
love, passion, and hope for the future can drive us to insanity.

About the Book
Paperback: 272 pages
Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform (November 1, 2013)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 149365117X
ISBN-13: 978-1493651177

Review by J. Reason
This is not something I would normally read, yes, I read thrillers, action, adventure, but not based in the past but it was some-
thing I was interested in. There is also a bit of courtroom drama going on. This is the authors debut novel, it is based on true 
events. Nicely written and I loved the way that each chapter, which is written in the first person, corresponding to a different 
character, the author has written it so well you can really get into each individuals life, thoughts and day to day stuff.
I have little knowledge to psychiatric hospitals from this era and therefore it seemed to be sufficiently researched. It is an easy 
to read book, much more fast paced from the middle onwards.
At first you don´t even know why Anne is in the hospital, actually she doesn´t either, she thinks she has been kidnapped and 
no one explains anything to her. But the answers to all this lie in the ending.
The book is dark, but no too much.
The ending was brilliant, I was not expecting this at all, very clever indeed.
The negative side to this book is the occasional spelling and grammar mistake but this can be easily fixed in the future.

About the Author
British born and raised, Rachel Florence Roberts is a registered nurse, fiancée and mother of one 
based in Malta, EU. The Medea Complex was written shortly after the birth of her son, and took 
almost two years to complete. She suffered with postnatal depression in a country that did not 
understand her, and was henceforth the inspiration behind the novel. The Medea Complex will 
make anyone who has ever thought, lived, laughed, and loved, question the importance of those and 
everything around them.
http://themedeacomplex.com/
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The Metaxy Project
Layton Green

Genre: Mystery, Thriller
Blurb: Rising above a hardscrabble childhood to become a star at one of Atlanta’s most prestigious law firms, Derek Miller is 
reliving The Great Gatsby in his own backyard.  The spell is broken, however, when Derek’s investigation into the death of 
his mentor, a prominent psychologist, runs afoul of a mysterious government project involving research into psychic phenom-
ena.
 As Derek digs deeper, convinced his mentor was murdered, he is plunged into a rabbit hole of government experiments, 
clandestine figures, and supposed paranormal events.  His investigation also puts him at odds with shadowy forces deep 
within the corridors of power — including those on the top floor of his own law firm. With his career in shambles, a warrant 
out for his arrest, and his life in jeopardy, Derek is running out of time to unravel the secrets surrounding his mentor’s 
research.  And if he fails, it’s not just his own life that will be at risk, but the lives of those he holds most dear.
From a theoretical physicist to a clairvoyant housewife to the charismatic pastor of a mega-church, from lavish Southern 
mansions to desperate urban wasteland, Derek’s investigation turns into a race for survival that hinges on one thing alone: 
finding, and stopping, the most powerful psychic the world has ever seen.

About the Book
File Size: 1300 KB
Print Length: 400 pages
Publisher: Quercus (April 30, 2014)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
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Review by J. Reason
I was thrilled to get an email from Layton Green with info on his latest book, The Metaxy Project, a standalone (nothing to do 
with the Dominic Grey series) and, would I like a copy. Yes, I replied, well there were a few more words than that in the email  
of course, I was excited and honoured. A couple of days later, I received my copy. I quickly finished the book I was reading 
and loaded my new book onto my kindle and started to read. I had no idea what to expect, there was no information on 
amazon, goodreads, etc but as I am a fan of the Dominic Grey series I knew I  couldn´t go wrong. The book starts out with 
plenty of background information on Derek, the main character and with some information on other characters also. Written 
in the first person, with Derek as the narrator, I felt as if he was actually talking to me as if I were part of the book. There 
flashbacks as you read on, or should I say flash forwards, as the main part of the book is written in the past with the occasion-
al chapter in the present. Then the flashbacks catch up and things make more sense.
As you turn the pages, the characters are developed some more and the story gets mysterious, making you want to turn more 
pages.
My favourite part is when Derek and Cam visit the LaLaurie Hospital. Nice. The book speeds up towards the end and is diffi-
cult to put down. The ending is nicely summed up and is a  well edited book.
Thanks Layton for the chance to read this new book.

About the Author
Layton is a mystery/suspense/thriller writer and the author of the bestselling Dominic Grey series, 
as well as other works of fiction. His novels have cracked the Amazon Top 50 in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Germany, and have topped numerous genre lists.
In addition to writing, Layton attended law school in New Orleans and was a practicing attorney for 
the better part of a decade. He has also been an intern for the United Nations, an ESL teacher in 
Central America, a bartender in London, a seller of cheap knives on the streets of Brixton, a door to 
door phone book deliverer in Florida, and the list goes downhill from there.
He has traveled to more than fifty countries, lived in a number of them, and has a burning desire to 
see every country, city, beach, moor, castle, cemetery, twisted street and far flung dot on the map. 
Religion and philosophy, as well as all things mysterious and supernatural, are a lifelong interest.

Layton lives with his wife and children in the Atlanta area.
http://laytongreen.com 
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The Miniaturist
Jessie Burton

Genre: Historical Fiction
Blurb: Set in seventeenth century Amsterdam-a city ruled by glittering wealth and oppressive religion-a masterful debut 
steeped in atmosphere and shimmering with mystery, in the tradition of Emma Donoghue, Sarah Waters, and Sarah Dunant.
“There is nothing hidden that will not be revealed…”
On a brisk autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman arrives in Amsterdam to begin a new life as the wife of 
illustrious merchant trader Johannes Brandt. But her new home, while splendorous, is not welcoming. Johannes is kind yet 
distant, always locked in his study or at his warehouse office-leaving Nella alone with his sister, the sharp-tongued and forbid-
ding Marin.
But Nella’s world changes when Johannes presents her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of their 
home. To furnish her gift, Nella engages the services of a miniaturist-an elusive and enigmatic artist whose tiny creations 
mirror their real-life counterparts in eerie and unexpected ways . . .
Johannes’ gift helps Nella to pierce the closed world of the Brandt household. But as she uncovers its unusual secrets, she 
begins to understand-and fear-the escalating dangers that await them all. In this repressively pious society where gold is wor-
shipped second only to God, to be different is a threat to the moral fabric of society, and not even a man as rich as Johannes is 
safe. Only one person seems to see the fate that awaits them. Is the miniaturist the key to their salvation . . . or the architect of 
their destruction?
Enchanting, beautiful, and exquisitely suspenseful, The Miniaturist is a magnificent story of love and obsession, betrayal and 
retribution, appearance and truth.Magical and certainly out of my confort zone. Well, not so much, I do read different genres 
but I don´t usually read historical fiction much at all. There was something about this one, the title, the cover…. I had to give 
it a go and I am so glad I did. This is Jessie Burton´s debut novel. 

Review by J. Reason
Once in a blue moon and amazing author comes along. There is so much detail in the writing. I can imagine it is hard writing 
about 1686, you need to do a fair amount of research. Although, how accurate is really is, I have no idea and 17th century 
Amsterdam is not my strong point, but I did love all the details: about the sugarloaf’s, the different, but weird, laws the burgo-
masters introduced, the details about the cabinet given to Nella as a wedding present, the way Johannes treated Nella, etc.
“I´ve been doing this for twenty years – far too long” He sighs. “One must tread carefully, and yes she crashes like an 

elephant.” “I see” Nella says, although she has no idea what an elephant is.
Nella, or Petronella, is the main character, she is an 18 year old, newly married to an older man. She is from a small village in 
the country and moves to live with her new husband in Amsterdam. When she arrives her new husband isn´t there, not the best 
way to start a marriage. She is a little naive to start but she learns quickly and turns out to be a tremendous character. She 
grows strong as the months pass and she is totally different at the end of the book.
There are a few other main characters also Johannes, Marin, Toot (Otto), Cornelia and I must not forget Peebo, the cute little 
parakeet. Each has a different part which is just as important.
“Love, love your children, for they are the seeds that will make this city bloom. Husbands, love your wives, and women be 
obedient, for all this is holy and good. Keep your houses clean, and your souls will follow suit.”
It starts a little slowly but persevere and you will be pleasantly surprised, it will take up all your spare time and a little more. 
This is one of those books that will stay with more for ages, it´s not often I say that. I cannot recommend this more highly. 
Another one of those books is The Kashmir Shawl. 
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About the Author
Burton studied at Oxford University and the Central School of Speech and Drama,[1] where she 
appeared in productions of The House of Bernarda Alba, Othello, Play and Macbeth. In April 2013, 
her first novel, The Miniaturist, was sold at an 11-publisher auction at the London Book Fair, and 
went on to sell in 29 other countries around the world. It will be published by Picador in the UK and 
Holland in July 2014, and the USA in August 2014, with other translations to follow. Radio 4 have 
commissioned it as their Book at Bedtime in July 2014. It tells the story of a wealthy, dysfunctional 
merchant family living in 1686 Amsterdam, under the watchful eye of a mysterious miniaturist. She 
is currently writing her second novel. 
http://www.jessieburton.co.uk/

5 Star Review



The Neon Lawyer
Victor Methos

Genre: Legal Drama
Blurb: Based on a true story.
THE MOST TRAGIC EVENT A PARENT CAN FACE…
As though something torn from her nightmares, Amanda Pierce loses her daughter in the most horrific way possible. With 
unbearable pain eating away at her every day, she decides to take the law into her own hands, and kills the man responsible.
THE CASE OF A LIFETIME…
Brigham Theodore has just graduated law school and, with a legal market saturated with lawyers, accepts a position in a firm 
run by less than upstanding citizens. Though probably a criminal himself, his boss trusts him to handle criminal cases early 
on.
And Brigham is given a case he cannot refuse. The murder of a murderer. Amanda Pierce seems meek and frail, not at all like 
the picture Brigham has in his head of what a murderer should look like. He finds himself obsessed with her case and agrees 
to defend her.
WITH TIME RUNNING OUT, BRIGHAM MUST MAKE A CHOICE…
The state has offered to spare Amanda Pierce’s life if she pleads to the murder. If she chooses to fight, she will be facing the 
death penalty. The first woman in the state of Utah to do so.
Battling an experienced, aggressive prosecutor with every resource at his disposal, this case is a war Brigham isn’t certain 
hecan win. But with his client’s life on the line, he has no choice but to fight…

Review by J. Reason
I loved it, it was a little short, at 206 pages, I wanted more, I found it hard to put down. The writing is good and the author is 
knowledgeable with the subject. I found myself wanting to know a little bit more about the main character, Brigham Theo-
dore, (what a great name, certainly stands out). I enjoyed the beginning, where Brigham passes the bar and sets out on a new 
life as a lawyer, it made me feel as if there will be more books with this character and at the end also. I hope there will be 
more books like this soon.
My only complaint would be the fact that a newly graduated lawyer is given a murder case, with the death penalty. Not sure 
about that one, but once I had gotten over that it was a great book, if you have a couple of hours to spare go ahead and read 
this short book.
I will be looking out for more of the authors books; hopefully it will be another Brigham novel.

Reading in Ecuador
www.readinginecuador.wordpress.com

About the Book
 File Size: 3301 KB
Print Length: 206 pages
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00H5UTSS8

About the Author
Victor Methos is a former prosecutor specializing in violent crime and is currently a criminal 
defense attorney in the midwest. He has defended everyone from murderers and the mafia, to the 
homeless and disabled. The Neon Lawyer is based loosely on true events in his career.
He is the author of nearly 40 books, and numerous bestsellers including The White Angel Murder, 
the #1 mystery in the United States and United Kingdom for over eight weeks. His books have sold 
nearly half a million copies world-wide.
Studying mathematics and philosophy before abandoning graduate school for law school, he has 
been a prosecutor specializing in violent crime and is currently a criminal defense attorney in the 
Midwest.
Mr. Methos is currently on a quest to climb the “Seven Summits,” the seven highest mountains on 

earth, and to obtain his certification as a deep-sea submersible pilot.
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  The Orange Moon Affair 
The Jonas Trust Deception

AFN Clarke

Genre: Suspense,Thriller, Adventure
Blurb: Thomas Gunn and his partner Julie are running for their lives. Who are they running from? And why? It all starts when 
Thomas (former Special Forces) decides to investigate the mysterious murder of his wealthy industrialist father. Billions have 
been funneled into a secret project his father's company no longer controls. A project he desperately needs access to. But when 
he's stonewalled by U.K. officials and nearly killed in the U.S., his fury boils over. There's only one way to deal with subter-
fuge - attack! Joining forces with MI5 he applies his old skills in covert operations to relentlessly pursue a tangled web of 
clues across 3 continents. There's got to be a link between the project in Northern Ireland, a microelectronics company in the 
U.S. and a heavily fortified submarine base in Estonia. It's a vital piece of the puzzle. He just has to find it!

About the Book
File Size: 1226 KB
Print Length: 260 pages
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Publisher: CLARKE-BOOKS LLC (April 20, 2013)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English

Review by J. Reason
Thomas Gunn takes over the family company after the murder of his father, but soon realizes there is something very dark 
going on, so he sets out to find out what is happening.
This was an enjoyable thriller; you need to pay attention to it or you might get a little lost. It jumps occasionally, to give some 
background information, which could be better structured. There is plenty of international travel using some great means of 
transport, expensive cars and planes, a lavish lifestyle, but there is a very dark background that Thomas and Julie soon learn 
about and they then try to find out what is going on with the company. I really enjoyed this part. There are some great mo-
ments, with thrills a minute. 
Which brings me to The Jonas Trust Deception, the second in the series; same characters, same writing style, with some more 
background flashbacks—mainly of Thomas Gunn. This book is all about Thomas following up on what was not finished in 
the first book—equally fast-paced, plenty of travel, mystery and murder. Surprises galore, which kept me reading to find out 
what was going to happen next. A couple of times I thought I might be near the end, but no, it kept on going, which was a 
good thing, as I didn´t want it to finish. These are fast-paced books that you won´t want to put down and you won´t want them 
to finish.nd wonderful unexpected twists. I also enjoyed this, and they surprised me. Full of action, international travel, corpo-
rate excitement, and plenty of murder. The storyline seems a little strained, as the main character is constantly deciding to get 
into trouble, which also puts his loved ones in the firing line. The ending is tied up enough, but leaves the idea that there is a 
sequel.
You can´t read The Jonas Trust Deception on its own; you need to have previously read the The Orange Moon Affair.

About the Author
Born in Hong Kong to British parents, I have lived in many different countries and worked in many 
fields – as a computer programmer; a designer, builder and driver of race cars; flying school owner; 
manager of a marine retail store; screenplay writer and novelist – as well as a bus conductor and a 
motor cycle courier in London (ah the joys of youth!).  In 1971, I joined Britain's elite Parachute 
Regiment as a Private, was commissioned as an officer a year later and I served for over seven 
years in Cyprus, Northern Ireland, Germany and with the French Airborne.
http://www.afnclarke.com/
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The Perfume Collector
Kathleen Tessaro

Genre: Cultural, Fiction, Chick Lit
Blurb: An inheritance from a mysterious stranger...
An abandoned perfume shop on the Left Bank of Paris..
And three exquisite perfumes that hold a memory... and a secret
London, 1955: Grace Monroe is a fortunate young woman. Despite her sheltered upbringing in Oxford, her recent marriage 
has thrust her into the heart of London's most refined and ambitious social circles. However, playing the role of the sophisti-
cated socialite her husband would like her to be doesn't come easily to her—and perhaps never will.
Then one evening a letter arrives from France that will change everything. Grace has received an inheritance. There's only one 
problem: she has never heard of her benefactor, the mysterious Eva d'Orsey.
So begins a journey that takes Grace to Paris in search of Eva. There, in a long-abandoned perfume shop on the Left Bank, she 
discovers the seductive world of perfumers and their muses, and a surprising, complex love story. Told by invoking the three 
distinctive perfumes she inspired, Eva d'Orsey's story weaves through the decades, from 1920s New York to Monte Carlo, 
Paris, and London.
But these three perfumes hold secrets. And as Eva's past and Grace's future intersect, Grace realizes she must choose between 
the life she thinks she should live and the person she is truly meant to be.
Illuminating the lives and challenging times of two fascinating women, The Perfume Collector weaves a haunting, imagina-
tive, and beautifully written tale filled with passion and possibility, heartbreak and hope.

Review by J. Reason
This is a delightful book, it is written from the point of view of the two main characters, Grace Munroe and Eva d’Orsey and 
from two different times, Grace Monroe´s is during 1954-55 in London & Paris and Eva d’Orsey´s is mostly in the 1920´s 
New York and a couple of other years and locations. Normally I am not keen on either of these two periods but there was 
something special about this book that made me want to read it. There are no fast paced moments, the author writes with 
passion, knowledge and description rather than thrills and twists in the tale.

“But Grace, you already have a job, you´re his wife”
I enjoyed both main characters, they are so different, with such different backgrounds you wonder what they have in common, 
and you don´t find out until the very end. Grace was such a delightful character (I have used delightful loads already haven´t 
I?), such an innocent person, but suddenly one day after receiving a letter from a lawyer in Paris and with the help of her best 
friend, who is quite the opposite character, flies to Paris and a whole new world opens up to her. There are some wonderful 
descriptions of Paris but especially of the flat that Grace visits. I also enjoyed Madame Zed´s character also, bit of a mysteri-
ous person really. The author has done a good job on the time periods and also the descriptions of the perfumes and how they 
can bring back moments in time. I personally preferred the 1920´s side of the story, I could imagine myself being in New York 
and seeing all the exciting and not so exciting stuff going on in Eva´s life. Grace´s story was slower.
It did finish rather abruptly, I wanted to see into the future of Grace, I wanted to know what she was doing, who she was with, 
etc. The ending as such made me want more. Although I suppose the ending is open to the imagination of each reader.
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About the Author
Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Kathleen attended the University of Pittsburgh before entering 
the drama program of Carnegie Mellon University. In the middle of her sophomore year, she went 
to study in London for three months and stayed for the next twenty-three years. She began writing 
at the suggestion of a friend and was an early member of the Wimpole Street Writer’s Workshop. 
Her debut novel, Elegance, became a bestseller in hardback and paperback. All of Kathleen's novels 
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translated into many languages and sold all over the world. She returned to Pittsburgh in 2009, 
where she now lives with her husband and son.
http://www.kathleentessaro.com 



The Perk
Mark Gimenez

Genre: Legal Thriller
Blurb: City lawyer Beck Hardin hasn’t been back to the small town in Texas where he grew up for more than twenty years. He 
has history there. Bad memories.
But when his wife dies, Beck decides to return to Fredericksburg with his two young children. Leaving the rat race behind, he 
re-enters a beautiful but troubled small town simmering with ancient feuds, class rivalries and racial tensions.
As he tries to reconcile with his tough, stubborn father, and adjust back to the pace of small-town life, Beck learns of an 
unsolved case that has haunted Fredericksburg for the past five years. The statute of limitations on the case is fast approach-
ing, and although Beck vowed to leave the law behind him, he can’t resist the opportunity to seek justice.
Yet in taking the case on, Beck has made one of the most dangerous decisions of his life . . .

Review by J. Reason
Another book from Mark Gimenez, my favourite author at the moment, but i will admit to not being able to finish The Abduc-
tion, I found it rather emotional (not a subject I enjoy) and rather over done on the Vietnam War parts. So I put it aside and 
started reading The Perk and finished it, a very enjoyable read, I was looking for something like this, the part with the judge 
side of view,, after reading The Color of Law and Accused I enjoyed that the tables turned around a bit. This is all about a 
family who has recently lost a mum, or in the case of the judge, a wife, there some very emotional bits that come in to the 
book as I am sure loads of people who have lost someone to cancer can relate too. This is all well written with some very 
interesting parts on judging which I enjoyed loads, there is also more moral dilemmas covered which the judge needs to take 
into account with some tough decisions. The setting is also great, a small town in Texas and the details are great and well 
written. There is a common theme to Marks books, moral choices, to do the right thing or the wrong thing.
There is loads of background information on the main characters, my favourite is JB, such a great laid back person who has 
made some mistakes in life but is keen to put that right. The children Meggie and Luke are also great, going through a very 
difficult time in their short lives. It would have been nice to see more though their eyes, but then that would have nothing to 
do with the book in general.
There were a couple of twists and turns, nothing major, although I did know how it was going to finish until it did it was a 
mixture of happy and sad, depending on the character in the book.
Good stuff overall if you enjoy a little romance, emotion and legal thriller.
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I grew up in Galveston County, Texas. I attended Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, 
Texas, and earned a B.A. in Political Science with honors. I then attended Notre Dame Law School 
in Indiana and earned a J.D. degree magna cum laude.
I practiced law with a large Dallas law firm and became a partner. After ten years, I left to practice 
solo and to write. I live in Texas.
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Author Interview
M.J Arlidge

Special guest author interview – MJ Arlidge the author of stunning debut novel Eeny Meeny agreed to answer a 
few brilliant questions from the members of my online book group. 

Where does your inspiration for your books come from?
Inspiration? Generally my ideas come to me in the middle of the night, when all is quiet and my mind is turning. 
Or when I’m watching TV or walking the streets. In other words, I don’t sit down and try to “construct” ideas. 
They come to me from idle thoughts, or an article in the newspaper or something someone says. The best ideas 
find you.

How to you decide on and develop the personalities of your characters?
How do I decide on my characters? Hard to say – they kind of recommend themselves. That said, with Helen 
Grace, you can see the influence of Stieg Larsson. I loved Lisbeth Salander – she was the first fictional heroine 
I’d encountered who was more interesting than the baddies she was pursuing. Usually heroes/heroines are 
worthy and dull, but not here. As I sat down to write EM, I put a sign above my desk which read; “Your heroine 
must not be boring”. Helen Grace was the result.

Where do you start? The beginning, the end or somewhere in the middle?
Ok, so process. I always start at the end. It’s amazing how many novelists start writing with no clear idea of 
how the novel ends. The ending is the whole point of the story so how can you not know?? Once I know what the 
end is, I then plot out every chapter before I write a word. Its vital, I think, to have a robust architecture in 
place before you begin. This helps keep pace up, spot any plot problems and helps you write faster. I sometimes 
manage 5000 a day when I’m in full flight.

 Do you have any experience in/with the police force or medical training etc., which enables you to put so 
much detailed content into your books?
I dont have any police or medical training but the internet is an amazing thing…

How do you choose the names of your characters?
Names. Helen Grace was chosen because she is constantly seeking redemption – a state of Grace – that she will 
never achieve. The other characters’ names all contain elements of people or things known to me. It helps me 
to know and like them. 
 
How do you organise your life to give you time to write? So you allocate specific time or wait until the inspira -
tion grabs you?
Time management. No, there is no waiting for inspiration. On writing days, I sit down at 9 a.m. and keep going 
until 4/5pm. There’s too much nonsense spoken about the muse descending etc. Writing a novel is like a cross 
country run. You have to keep going. You can polish later. Time to put in the hard yards…  That said, if you have 
a day job, as I did until very recently, it is possible to stop your day job at 5pm and perhaps squeeze in a couple 
of hours writing before family commitments intrude.

Do you have a plan for character development for the whole series, or do you take it one book at a time?
How I think, I always think long term. Perhaps because I am a TV drama producer by trade, I tend to think in 
series. So when I first sat down with Penguin to discuss Eeny Meeny, I pitched them the first seven Helen Grace 
novels. It wasn’t all hot air, I did have stories for all of them. Publishers love you to be ambitious.
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The Scavenger´s Daughters
Kay Bratt

Genre: Contemporary, Fiction, China
Blurb: Having survived torture and imprisonment during China’s Cultural Revolution, Benfu escaped to find love with his 
compassionate and beautiful Calla Lily. Together they build a fulfilling life around the most menial of jobs—Benfu’s work 
collecting trash. As he sorts through the discards of others, he regularly discovers abandoned children. With unwavering deter-
mination, he and Calli spend decades creating a family of hand-picked daughters that help heal the sorrow and brighten their 
modest home. But all is not perfect and when crisis threatens to separate their family, Benfu—or possibly his band of head-
strong daughters—must find a way to overcome the biggest hardship yet. 
Inspired by a true story, and set against the backdrop of a country in transition, The Scavenger’s Daughters is a sweeping 
present day saga of triumph in the face of hardship, and the unbreakable bonds of family against all odds.

About the Book
File Size: 2178 KB
Print Length: 241 pages
Publisher: Lake Union Publishing (August 13, 2013)
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.
Language: English
ASIN: B00B5KQNZU

Review by J. Reason
 Kay Bratt specializes in novels of China, this gives me a small insight on a country I would love to visit but so far haven´t got 
around to it. This is an emotional book, with nothing going on really, but at the same time there is loads and loads going on, 
the detail in the writing are superb, you can feel what is going on around you, you can smell it also, (and some of the smells 
aren´t so nice). The characters are just lovable and their background are revealed bit by bit, just enough to keep you wanting 
to read more. There is a main focus on the Benfu and Calla who are the Grandma and Grandpa of all the children.
There are plenty of morals here and you will probably learn a little about yourself and your own morals as you read on.
There is an author´s note at the end and it is inspired on a true story. A fast read, part of a trilogy.

About the Author
Kay Bratt is a child advocate and author who lived in China for almost five years and fell in love 
enough with the people to want to write about them forever. If you would like to read more about 
what started her career as an author, and also meet the children she knew and loved in China, read 
her poignant and best selling memoir titled Silent Tears: A Journey of Hope in a Chinese Orphan-
age. 
http://kaybratt.com/ 
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The Shadow Year
Hannah Richell

Genre: Chick Lit
Blurb: On a sultry summer’s day in 1980, five friends stumble upon an abandoned lakeside cottage hidden deep in the English 
countryside. For Kat and her friends, it offers an escape; a chance to drop out for a while, with lazy summer days by the lake 
and intimate winter evenings around the fire. But as the seasons change, tensions begin to rise and when an unexpected visitor 
appears at their door, nothing will be the same again.
Three decades later, Lila arrives at the same remote cottage. With her marriage in crisis, she finds solace in renovating the 
tumbledown house. Little by little she wonders about the previous inhabitants. How did they manage in such isolation? Why 
did they leave in such a hurry, with their belongings still strewn about? Most disturbing of all, why can t she shake the feeling 
that someone might be watching her?
The Shadow Year is a story of secrets, tragedy, lies and betrayal. It’s a tale that explores the light and dark of human relation-
ships and the potential the past has to not only touch our present, but also to alter our future.

Review by J. Reason
A very enjoyable read, for those interested there is no gore, thrills or excitement; it is a quiet, fun and emotional chick lit 
book, with some mystery thrown in. It is very well written, the descriptions of the Peak District are stunning, making me want 
to visit. They are an essential part of the book.
You have got two different timelines; one in the 80´s and one in the present time. The characters in the past section aren´t so 
great, especially Kat and Simon. Kat was particularly annoying and Simon just plain irritating, why the other characters in the 
past section gave him the time of day I have no idea. What I did like was what they did, spend a year away from it all, basical-
ly the 5 students who didn´t want to start a real life, so they decided to slum it for a while, but this of course has it´s conse-
quences: 5 people stuck in a cottage in the middle of nowhere, with next to no money and during the winter months next to no 
food can create friction. Meanwhile in the present time Lila is battling with the lost of her unborn baby and with problems in 
her marriage, she receives a key to a property in the Peak District, which she decides to renovate, (how cool is that). The book 
is all about how the past and the present connect. I was surprised at the end as I didn´t guess it so it made it more special.
The past and present swap nicely and it easy to go from one to another. The author connects to dots bit by bit, it is a book that 
is very easy to read, pick up and put down.
What a great cover. This is the author’s second book.
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About the Author
Hannah Richell was born in Kent, England and spent her childhood years in Buckinghamshire and 
Canada. After graduating from the University of Nottingham in 1998 she worked in book publish-
ing and film. She now lives in Sydney with her husband, their two young children and a 
black-and-white cat called Lennie and returns to the UK as often as possible to spend time with 
family and savour the green grass of home.
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The Sleeper 
Emily Barr

Genre: Thriller, Mystery
Blurb: Lara Finch is living a lie.
Everyone thinks she has a happy life in Cornwall, married to the devoted Sam, but in fact she is desperately bored. When she 
is offered a new job that involves commuting to London by sleeper train, she meets Guy and starts an illicit affair.
When Lara vanishes from the night train without leaving a trace, only her friend Iris disbelieves the official version of events, 
and sets out to find her.
For Iris, it is the start of a voyage that will take her further than she's ever travelled and on to a trail of old crimes and dark 
secrets.
For Lara, it is the end of a journey that started a long time ago. A journey she must finish, before it destroys her..

Review by J. Reason
Some spoilers.
This was a cracking read; there are thrills, mystery, romance and intrigue in a well-balanced and well written book, very 
enjoyable indeed. I have previous read a couple of the authors books but it was quite while ago and this is the was the first 
time I have read one of her psychological thrillers.
Lara is a fairly likeable character, one might be able to understand what is going on in her mind, she is the main character in 
the book and takes up most of it. There is a lot of background information that is slowly revealed at the right times. She has a 
difficult relationship with her younger sister and not the best of relationships with her parents.
What i didn´t enjoy is the sudden change from Lara to Iris at a crucial point in the book, but as I read on I got over that and it 
turned out to be the correct way to write the novel.
I didn´t enjoy the Iris character though, she seemed to get in people´s way, wanting to know what is going on, as well as a bit 
psychotic with her imaginary boyfriend. Although at the end it was lucky for Lara that she was like this otherwise the book 
would have had a completely different ending.
The ending was a surprise to me,. The title and cover are great, this is a great book for the beach as it is easy to get into and 
not put down.
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The Somali Doctrine
James Grenton

Genre: Thriller
Blurb: A lone man lies disfigured and dying by the roadside in the arid plains of northern Somalia…
Thousands of refugees are found massacred in a camp next to the Ethiopian border…
A convoy vanishes on its way to distribute food aid…
Rumours circulate that Somali militia are responsible, but Interpol agent Jim Galespi suspects the truth is even more sinister. 
Sent undercover to Somalia to investigate, he soon finds himself pitted against the two madmen who have taken control of 
Universal Action, the world’s largest NGO.
Galespi’s quest to uncover the truth about Universal Action and the unfolding tragedy in Somalia throws him into the centre 
of an international conspiracy that threatens to engulf Africa and the Western world.
From the deserts of Somaliland, the slums of Nairobi and the ruins of Mogadishu to the plush hotels of Cape Town all the way 
to the UK government in London, the race is on to stop disaster from striking again.
And again.
And again.
Intricate and fast paced, The Somali Doctrine is an intelligent action adventure in the vein of Michael Crichton.
WARNING: THIS BOOK CONTAINS SCENES OF VIOLENCE THAT MAY UPSET SOME READERS.

Review by J. Reason
This was a freebie from the author on Amazon and I was attracted to the title as I love books about parts of the world I have 
never had the chance to visit. This book is all about NGO ( for those who don´t know NGO means Non Governmental Orga-
nization). There is violence, some very graphic and disturbing scenes throughout, action and thrills. There is also loads and 
loads of dialogue, more than I normally enjoy, I enjoy a mix of dialogue and description, there wasn´t any description here. 
The storyline travel a fair amount, which I also enjoy, Nairobi, Paris, Somalia, South Africa, London, etc. There is just a very 
annoying character in the book, Harry, he seems to be all over the place all the time and seems to just pop up when you don´t 
want him to, it was a little unbelievable. The storyline covers a little about a particular NGO who is generally getting up to no 
good. But then again, in my experience NGO´s in general don´t do a great deal of good on the whole, so no difference there. It 
was an OK book, I have certainly read worse. Funny though I am keen to read his other book I got for free on Amazon: The 
Yemeni Betrayal if it actually happens i don´t know as I have loads on my TBR list that are in a priority position.
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About the Author
I write thrillers with a social message. I graduated from Oxford University with a BA in History and 
Economics and then obtained an MSC in Business Studies from a French business school. I started 
my career in financial journalism before moving to the international development sector, where I 
worked for 15 years and travelled extensively across Africa, Asia and Latin America. I was also the 
founding CEO of a fast-growing NGO. I also have an MA in Journalism and a PhD in Sociology. 
My passion is social issues and writing - hence why I focus on writing what are known as 'intelli-
gent thrillers'. 



The Swimmer
Joakim Zander

Genre: Spy, Thriller
Blurb: Klara Walldeen, orphaned as a child and brought up by her grandparents on a remote Swedish archipelago, is now a 
political aide in Brussels. And she has just seen something she shouldn’t: something people will kill to keep hidden.
On the other side of the world, an old spy hides from his past. Once, he was a man of action: so dedicated to the cause that he 
abandoned his baby daughter to keep his cover. Now the only thing he lives for is swimming in the local pool.
Then, on Christmas eve, Klara is thrown into a terrifying chase through Europe. Only the Swimmer can save her. But time is 
running out..

Review by J. Reason
I enjoyed this book because it´s genre, spy thriller, espionage so it wasn´t bad, but I didn´t think it was great, but what I did 
enjoy was that there are parts that are fast paced, with international travel, mainly in Europe, but with another couple of coun-
tries. It is quite slow to start and then suddenly it picks up.
I didn´t think there was a main character, it went from one to the other, with ease, but all had a similar role. The Swimmer 
didn´t have as much coverage and I didn´t enjoy his character much.
I read it fairly quickly on my kindle and was surprised to see that it has 423 pages, it seemed shorter than that. I also enjoyed 
the short chapters.
It does finish rather abruptly, which annoys me a little. I loved the cover, it is great, but the title The Swimmer, which refers to 
one of the characters, I didn´t think had much of a part.
It is originally written in Swedish, and the translator has done a great job.
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About the Author
Born in Stockholm, Joakim Zander has lived in Syria, Israel, and the USA, before settling in Hel-
sinki where he now lives. He studied law at Uppsala and Maastricht Universities, and his 
award-winning PhD thesis was published by Cambridge University Press. He now works as a 
lawyer for the European Union.
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4844372.Joakim_Zander



The Thief Taker
C. S. Quinn

Genre: Historical Fiction
Blurb: The year is 1665. Black Death ravages London. A killer stalks the streets in a plague doctor’s hood and mask…
When a girl is gruesomely murdered, thief taker Charlie Tuesday reluctantly agrees to take on the case. But the horrific 
remains tell him this is no isolated death. The killer’s mad appetites are part of a master plan that could destroy London and 
reveal the dark secrets of Charlie’s own past.
Now the thief taker must find this murderous mastermind before the plague obliterates the evidence street by street. This 
terrifying pursuit will take Charlie deep into the black underbelly of old London, where alchemy, witchcraft and blood-spells 
collide.
In a city drowned in darkness, death could be the most powerful magic of all.

Review by J. Reason
Wow, what a fantastic book, my respects on this one, so much research and details, the author has done a superb job with 
details, descriptions, you can see the characters, the clothing, the food and drink and even at times smell what is happening in 
the book, (not the best smells though).

1665. Year of the Black Death. A killer stalks the streets in a plague doctor’s mask…

Charlie, the thief taker, his job is to find thieves, and he is caught up in a murder he didn’t commit. the story changes points of 
view, from Charlie, to Thomas, to the King, the Mayor of London but not in a confusing way. All are great characters in their 
own way, some good some bad. The plot written at the right pace, not too fast or too slow. I felt myself immersed in this book, 
drinking in each word.
“It was typical, he thought, that it had come to this. One minute he was happily selling forged certificates and making good 
money and the next he was forced to choose between torture, amputation or leaping into a pile of corpses. It was the kind of 
thing which always seemed to be happening to him.”
I was left with a few questions at the end, regarding the brother and the chest, but there is a sequel out in 2015 so I hope there 
will be answers. The cover and the title are top notch and I also enjoyed the detail at the end of the book, kindle edition with a 
link to receive a secret chapter to your email. This would make a cracking film, and I am looking forward to the sequel.
This is a Netgalley copy, but I took ages to actually read it and wasn´t able to post a review there.
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About the Author
C. S Quinn is a bestselling author and journalist for The Times, The Guardian and The Mirror, 
alongside many magazines. Prior to journalism and fiction, her background in historic research won 
prestigious postgraduate funding from the British Art Council.
Combining historical research with far-flung travel experiences helped her create The Thief Taker. 
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The Third Wife
Lisa Jewell

Genre: Chick Lit
Blurb: In the early hours of an April morning, Maya stumbles into the path of an oncoming bus.
A tragic accident? Or suicide?
Her grief-stricken husband, Adrian, is determined to find out.
Maya had a job she enjoyed; she had friends. They’d been in love.
She even got on with his two previous wives and their children. In fact, they’d all been one big happy family.
But before long Adrian starts to identify the dark cracks in his perfect life.
Because everyone has secrets.
And secrets have consequences.
Some of which can be devastating.

Review by J. Reason
Adrian drove me mad, ok, not the best way to start a review but I found him to be very irritating indeed. I mean he takes his 
two ex-wives, his current wife and all his children away on holiday together, I know that it is great that they all get along 
together, but I think there is something wrong with this picture. After all, why get divorced at all. It seemed to me that Adri-
an´s character wanted more than he could chew.

“There is nothing normal about our family”

I haven´t read any other books by Lisa so this was a great introduction. The storyline jumps back and forwards 2 years. It is 
easy to follow.
I did like Maya´s character. She was well introduced, even though she didn´t have a huge part I could feel what she was going 
through. But most of the book is from Adrian´s point of view. Going into his mind, his past and his ex-wifes. The book is well 
written and I enjoyed it loads and it is nicely paced, so much so I finished it in one day. All the family members seem perfect, 
after all the ex-wives get on so well with each other and Adrian is happy to drive 2 hours or so to visit one of them who has 
just called. But bit by bit Lisa Jewell peels away the layers and with some of them all is not as it seems on the outside.

“All that money on private school, and that´s what he got for it. A big posh, jobless streak of attitude who used the 
word whiffs “

I was wondering all the time, right up until it was revealed who wrote the emails. I probably should have guessed, but I didn´t.
I very much enjoyed this book, a fast read, psychological thriller, betrayal and secrets involving a large extended family.
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About the Author
She was educated at St. Michael’s Catholic Grammar School in Finchley, north London, leaving 
school after one day in the sixth form to do an art foundation course at Barnet College followed by 
a diploma in fashion illustration at Epsom School of Art & Design.
She worked in fashion retail for several years, namely Warehouse and Thomas Pink.
After being made redundant, Jewell accepted a challenge from her friend to write three chapters of a 
novel in exchange for dinner at her favourite restaurant. Those three chapters were eventually 
developed into Jewell’s debut novel Ralph’s Party, which then became the UK’s bestselling debut 
novel in 1999.
Jewell is one of the most popular authors writing in the UK today, and in 2008 was awarded the 
Melissa Nathan Award For Comedy Romance for her novel 31 Dream Street.

She currently lives in Swiss Cottage, London with her husband Jascha, and daughters Amelie Mae (born 2003) and Evie 
Scarlett (born 2007). http://www.lisa-jewell.co.uk/



The Verdict
Nick Stone

Genre: Legal Thriller
Blurb: The definitive British Legal Thriller – London’s answer to John Grisham.
Terry Flynt is a struggling legal clerk, desperately trying to get promoted. And then he is given the biggest opportunity of his 
career: to help defend a millionaire accused of murdering a woman in his hotel suite.
The only problem is that the accused man, Vernon James, turns out to be Terry’s sworn enemy – a man who betrayed him and 
turned all his friends against him at university. This case could potentially make Terry’s career, but how can he defend a man 
that he loathes?
With the trial date looming, Terry delves deeper into Vernon’s life and is forced to confront secrets from their shared past that 
could have devastating consequences for them both. For years he has wanted to witness his former friend’s downfall, but with 
so much at stake, how can Terry be sure that Vernon is guilty? And what choices must he make to ensure that justice is done?
Packed with twists, turns and an unforgettable trial scene, THE VERDICT is the most page-turning British legal thriller in 
many years.

Review by J. Reason
I love a good legal thriller and this is one of the best I have read, ever. This is one of those books that grabbed me from the 
start, it is a little long, some may find it too long and at 512 pages for the printed version some might find it too long, lucky 
for me I read it on the kindle so weight wasn´t an issue.
I loved the way it was written, in the first person from the point of view of a law clerk, brilliant, a lowly clerk is the star of the 
show rather than some hot shot lawyer.
The author is great with details, there are so many, that’s probably why it is so long, but if they weren’t there the book just 
wouldn´t be the same, details and more details, even the smallest of details is great.
Terry Flint is the main character, the star, the lowly clerk, who is just trying to get by and support his family and have a decent 
life in a life of high rollers. He hasn´t had the most easy of lives and his past catches up with him in the book.
I savoured every word, the details and descriptions, I loved this book, i can highly recommend for those who want a good 
legal thriller, there are so many twists and turns you will be biting your nails.
Having lived in London for many years it was great to read about places I knew well.
As you read on you will make your own verdict, I wonder if you get it right???????
The title and the cover aren´t really anything to talk about, nothing special there.
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About the Author
Nick Stone was born in Cambridge, England in 1966.  When he was six months old he was sent to 
live with his grandparents in Haiti, where he remained for the next four years.
Nick returned to England in 1970, where he has lived on and off ever since In his teens Nick was a 
keen amateur boxer before giving it up to read history at Cambridge University. After graduating he 
worked numerous jobs, ranging from the successful (legal clerk, dishwasher) to the not-so success-
ful (miscellaneous white collar office jobs).
In 1996, Nick returned to Haiti for the first time in twelve years, which inspired his first novel, Mr 
Clarinet.
ºNick’s subsequent books are King of Swords (2007) and Voodoo Eyes (2011), both featuring Max 
Mingus, the central character from his debut.  The books are notable for being out of sequence 

(King of Swords is a prequel to Mr Clarinet, Voodoo Eyes the sequel) and different in construction one from the other.
 http://www.nickstone.co.uk
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The Wronged Sons
John Marrs

Genre: Mystery
Blurb: What would you do if the person you loved suddenly vanished into thin air?
Catherine’s cosy life as a housewife and mum-of-three is quickly thrown into disarray when husband Simon disappears with-
out explanation.
She is convinced he hasn’t left by choice as confusion and spiraling debts threaten to tear her family apart.
Meanwhile Simon has begun a carefree new life travelling the world. And he’s determined not to disclose his past to all he 
meets, even if it means resorting to extreme and violent measures.
But why did he leave?
Catherine only gets her answer 25 years later when Simon suddenly reappears on her doorstep.
During their furious final confrontation, they discover the secrets, lies and misunderstandings that tore them apart, and then 
brought them face-to-face one last time.

Review by J. Reason
I might be one of the few who didn´t go wow when I read this book, I found it too jumpy, from different times and places. It 
was written in the first person, which I don´t mind, but each chapter I read I was wondering who it was, even though the 
chapter title was clear, I didn´t find it clear. Each chapter goes from either Simon & Catherine, who are the two main charac-
ters in the novel.
I like the story as such, after all I did finish the book and I did enjoy the ending. It surprised me and I enjoyed that. There are 
plenty of twists and turns, there are a few dark moments which were great. It is a quick and easy read. Catherine was a very 
strong character and was great to read how she coped.
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About the Author
John Marrs is a freelance journalist based in London, England, who has spent the last 20 years 
interviewing celebrities from the world of television, film and music for national newspapers and 
magazines.
He has written for publications including The Guardian's Guide and Guardian Online; OK! Maga-
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Michael St. Pierre series
Thieves of Heaven, Thieves of Faith

Thieves of Darkness & Thieves of Legend
Richard Doetsch

Genre: Mystery, Thriller

About the Books
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Review by J. Reason
I have a special review today for the 4 books in the Michael St Pierre series by Richard Doetsch so no blurb, if you want to 
see the blurb for each book click on the goodreads link. https://www.goodreads.com/series/62539-michael-st-pierre
Richard Doetsch has written four books so far in the series, I say so far, because I am hoping there will be more.
I read all four books of the Michael St Pierre series over a period of around 4 months. These books were published over a 
number of years, from 2006 to 2011. Unfortunately I didn´t read them in the correct order and therefore spoilt a little of them, 
but not enough to stop reading. Also there is enough background information in each one. But I do recommend getting them 
in the correct order if you can (see the post header for the order or click here https://www.goodreads.com/series/62539-mi-
chael-st-pierre
All 4 books are top-notch on the fast paced, thrills side, they are non stop action, international travel, the author has great 
knowledge of the places he writes about, his research is done well and explained just the right amount in the books. There are 
some repeating characters in each of the books and you begin to love them. The first book has some emotional moments 
which are hard-hitting.
I have read all of the authors books over the past 6 months and I have to say they are all brilliant, (not perfect) but I can highly 
recommended them.

About the Author
Richard is a respected expert in the field of commercial and residential real estate, having served as 
the president, managing director, and owner of several large national real estate firms.
While many authors choose to write about thrills, Richard has lived his life experiencing them. He 
is a skydiver, triathlete, expert skier, scuba diver, an eratic golfer, and an extreme sport enthusiast 
who has jumped out of planes, off bridges, cliffs, and cranes with rubber bands around his ankles, 
parachutes on his back and sometimes just enjoying a hundred-foot freefall into water with nothing 
to slow his descent.
Richard combines the adrenaline rush of his life with his imagination to bring out the best in his 
characters. He finds his inspiration in the love for his wife, Virginia, and how far he would go to 
protect her; it is what helps him fill his stories with heart and hope.
http://www.richarddoetsch.com
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